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CJT 780 is designed to give students an introduction into critical and social theory. To this end, the course is divided into six major “content” areas:

1) Historical Theorists: In this first section, we will study what the leading historic social and critical theorists in the Western intellectual tradition had to say about the essence of our society, the scope and function of communication, and human nature.

2) Contemporary Theorists: The second section introduces some of the most profound and influential thinkers of the 20th century. While they come from different countries (Germany, England, France, and America) and adopt differing epistemological foundations (Modernism, Marxism, Postmodernism, Structuralism), they are all united in their effort to explain the nature of reality and to empower the marginalized voices of society (and yes, the are also all white, European males). 

3) Poststructualism and Critical Theory: Critical theory in the 20th century has been most acutely marked by Poststructual thought. In our third section, we will examine how this theoretical approach, that sees no transcendent "Truths," can redistribute power within a democratic society. 

4) Marxism and Neo-Marxism in Critical Theory: "Class" is generally assumed to be one of the BIG THREE oppression variables that disempower (along with gender and race). As a result, we will examine how poverty/wealth affects a culture's power structure.

5) The Feminist Voice: The second variable that many critical theorists study is gender. In our fifth section we will study the significant feminist theorists that have added to our on-going conversation about the nature of power, culture, and communication.

6) Race and Empowerment: In the final section, we will analyze the role that race plays in our culture. Specifically, we will deconstruct "whiteness" and attempt to answer the plaguing question, "what does it mean to be white?" 

The “form” of the course will utilize a seminar-learning format (also referred to as the dialectic/Platonic format) in which students actively engage the readings and each other. In my role as professor, I will not lecture; I will serve as a facilitator and a resource for discussions. As a result, students must read ALL the assigned material and be prepared to discuss, debate, and question the readings if the class is going to most effectively meet the 9 established learning objectives: 

1) To be introduced to the leading historic, social thinkers of the Western intellectual tradition. 

2) To be introduced to the leading contemporary critical thinkers that have shifted the discussion from the predictive power of science to the constructive power of language.

3) To become familiar with the major theoretical undergirdings of critical research.

4) To become familiar with the major ideas and critiques of Marxism.

5) To become familiar with the major ideas and critiques of feminism.

6) To become familiar with the major ideas and critiques of race theory.

7) To acquire new theoretical lenses to view the communication process.

8) To consider the role that 'we' as citizens unconsciously play in the oppression of others. 

9) To generate alternative ways of interacting in our world that lead to a more egalitarian and empowering life ethic.

Assignments

Weekly Response Papers (worth 10 points each--130 points total)
For each of our 13 classes, you will be given a series of questions (due at the start of each session) designed to 1) engage you while you read, 2) stimulate our in-class discussions, and 3) get you writing every week. 

The length of your response papers will vary, but in general they should range from 4 to 7 pages. Unlike a typical "research" paper, however, these papers will encourage you to think independently and inviting you to wrestle with the driving themes of critical/social theory. So make sure you say smart stuff!

Class Participation (30 points)
As stated earlier, the course is designed around a graduate-seminar format. As a result, your willingness to participate is crucial. Keep in mind, however, that the quality of your comments is more important than the quantity. 

Required Books

Berman, Marshall. (1999). Adventures in Marxism. London: Verso.

Foss, Karen A., Foss, Sonja K., & Griffin Cindy L. (1999). Feminist rhetorical theories. Thousand Oaks: CA: Sage Publications.

Hill, Mike. (Ed.). (1997). Whiteness: A critical reader. New York: New York University Press.

Poster, Mark. (1989). Critical theory and poststructuralism: In search of a context. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.

Skinner, Quentin. (Ed.). (1990). The return of grand theory in the human sciences. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Strauss, Leo & Cropsey, Joseph. (Eds.). (1987). History of political philosophy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Class Schedule 

Critical and Social Theory (CJT 780)
Jan. 17
MLK Day (no class)
Jan. 24
The Oldies but the Goodies 

(or covering 2,500 of social theory in 3 class meetings)

A brief introduction to the course . . . and then right into the thick of it!

Strauss, Leo. (1987). “Plato.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 33-89). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Lord, Carnes. (1987). “Aristotle.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 118-154). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Forrester, Duncan B. (1987). “Martin Luther and John Calvin. In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 318-355). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Jan. 31
More Dead White Guys

Berns, Laurence. (1987). “Thomas Hobbes.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 396-420). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Goldwin, Robert. (1987). “John Locke.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 476-512). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Bloom, Allan. (1987). “Jean-Jacques Rousseau.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 559-580). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Hassner, Pierre. (1987). “Immanuel Kant.” (1987). “Thomas Hobbes.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 581-621). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Hassner, Pierre. (1987). “Georg W. F. Hegel.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 732-760). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Feb. 7
Even More Dead White Guys

Magid, Henry M. (1987). “John Stuart Mill.” (1987). “Thomas Hobbes.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 784-801). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Dannhauser, Werner. (1987). “Friedrich Nietzsche.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 829-850). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Horwitz, Robert. (1987). “John Dewey.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 851-869). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Velkley, Richard. (1987). “Edmund Husserl.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 870-887). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Gillespie, Michael. (1987). “Martin Heidegger.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 888-906). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Feb. 14
So . . . What’s New in the World of Philosophy?

Skinner, Quentin. (1990). “Introduction: the return of Grand Theory.” In Quentin Skinner (Ed.), The return of grand theory in the human sciences. (pp. 1-20) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Outhwaite, William. (1990). “Hans-Georg Gadamer.” In Quentin Skinner (Ed.), The return of grand theory in the human sciences. (pp. 21-40) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Hoy, David. (1990). “Jacques Derrida.” In Quentin Skinner (Ed.), The return of grand theory in the human sciences. (pp.) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Philip, Mark. (1990). “Michel Foucault.” In Quentin Skinner (Ed.), The return of grand theory in the human sciences. (pp. 41-64) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.65-82

Barnes, Barry. (1990). “Thomas Kuhn.” In Quentin Skinner (Ed.), The return of grand theory in the human sciences. (pp. 83-100) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Feb. 21
Some More New Stuff to Confuse You

Ryan, Alan. (1990). “John Rawls.” In Quentin Skinner (Ed.), The return of grand theory in the human sciences. (pp. 101-120) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Giddens, Anthony. (1990). “Jurgen Habermas.” In Quentin Skinner (Ed.), The return of grand theory in the human sciences. (pp. 121-140) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

James, Susan. (1990). “Louis Althusser.” In Quentin Skinner (Ed.), The return of grand theory in the human sciences. (pp. 141-158) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Boon, James. (1990). “Claude Levi-Strauss.” In Quentin Skinner (Ed.), The return of grand theory in the human sciences. (pp. 159-176) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Clark, Stuart. (1990). “The Annales historians.” In Quentin Skinner (Ed.), The return of grand theory in the human sciences. (pp. 177-198) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Feb. 28
Poststructuralism—It's Not just for breakfast anymore
Poster, Mark. (1989). Critical theory and poststructuralism: In search of a context. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. Read the following chapters:

“Introduction,” pp. 1-12.

“The modern versus the postmodern,” pp. 12-33.

“Sartre’s concept of the intellectual,” pp. 34-52.

“Foucault and the problem of self-constitution,” pp. 53—69.

“Foucault, the present, and history,” pp. 70-86.

“The mode of information,” pp. 124-142.

“The family and the mode of information,” pp. 143-170.

March 6
Karl—The ‘Lost’ Marx Brother

Cropsey, Joseph. (1987). “Karl Marx.” In Leo Strauss & Joseph Cropsey (Eds.), History of political philosophy (pp. 802-828). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Berman, Marshall. (1999). Adventures in Marxism. London: Verso.

Read the following chapters:

“Introduction,” pp. 1-18.

“Marx: The dancer and the dance,” pp. 19-36.

“Freedom and fetishism,” pp. 37-56.

“Still waiting at the station,” pp. 57-65

“The people in Capital,” pp. 79-90.

March 13 
We NEED a Break!!!

March 20
More Marx and his Insane Posse

Berman, Marshall. (1999). Adventures in Marxism. London: Verso.

Read the following chapters:

“All that is solid melts into air: Marx, Modernism and Modernization,” pp. 91-152.

“The signs in the street,” pp. 153-170.

“Georg Lukacs’s cosmic chutzpah,” pp. 181-206.

“Walter Benjamin: Angel in the city,” pp. 237-252.

“Unchained melody,” pp. 253-268.

March 27 
Let’s Hear it from the Babes!
Foss, Karen A., Foss, Sonja K., & Griffin Cindy L. (1999). Feminist rhetorical theories. Thousand Oaks: CA: Sage Publications. Read the following chapters:

“Feminist perspectives: A history,” pp. 14-32.

“Cheris Kramarae,” pp. 33-68.

“bell hooks,” pp. 69-100.

“Gloria Anzaldua,” pp. 101-128.

“Mary Daly,” pp. 129-159.

April 3
Some More Really Smart Woman


Foss, Karen A., Foss, Sonja K., & Griffin Cindy L. (1999). Feminist rhetorical theories. Thousand Oaks: CA: Sage Publications. Read the following chapters:

“Paula Gunn Allen,” pp. 191-226.

“Trinh T. Minh-ha,” pp. 227-256.

“Sally Miller Gearhart,” pp. 257-292.

“Sonia Johnson,” pp. 293-326.

April 10 

White Politics and White Culture

Hill, Mike. (1997). “Introduction: Vipers in Shangri-la: Whiteness, writing, and other ordinary terrors.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 1-20). New York: New York University Press. 

Pfeil, Fred. (1997). “Sympathy for the Devils.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 21-34). New York: New York University Press. 

Roediger, David R. (1997). “White looks: hairy apes, true stories, and Limbaugh’s laughs.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 35-46). New York: New York University Press. 

Brown, Matthew P. (1997). “Basketball, Rodney King, Simi Valley.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 102-116). New York: New York University Press. 

Ching, Barbara. (1997). “The possum, the hag, and the rhinestone cowboy.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 117-133). New York: New York University Press. 

April 17          White Culture and White Bodies

Melnick, Jeffrey. (1997). “Story untold: The black men and white sounds of doo-wop.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 134- 150). New York: New York University Press. 

Wald, Gayle. (1997). “One of the boys? Whiteness, gender, and popular music studies.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 151- 167). New York: New York University Press. 

 Newitz, Annalee & Wray, Matthew. (1997). “What is ‘white trash?’ Stereotypes and economic conditions of poor whites in the US.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 168-186). New York: New York University Press. 

Davy, Kate. (1997). “Outing whiteness: A feminist/lesbian project.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 204-225). New York: New York University Press. 

Kumar, Amitava. (1997). “Conditions of immigration.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 265-280). New York: New York University Press. 

April 24

White Minds

Montag, Warren. (1997). “the universalization of whiteness: Racism and Enlightenment. In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 281-293). New York: New York University Press. 

Giroux, Henry A. (1997). “Racial politics and the pedagogy of whiteness.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp.). New York: New York University Press. 294-215

Phillips, Jerry. (1997). “Literature in the county of whiteness: From TS Eliot to The Tempest. In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 329-346). New York: New York University Press. 

Garvey, John & Ignatiev, Noel. (1997). “Toward a new abolitionism: “A race traitor manifesto.” In Mike Hill (Ed.), Whiteness: A critical reader (pp. 346-350). New York: New York University Press. 

That's All Folks . . .

