Becoming ‘testwise’ is the key
to mastering objective tests

Counselor's
CORNER

Dear Counselor: I don’t do well
on multiple-choice tests. Unforu-
nately, this semester thres of my in-
struciors give lests with mullipis-
choice or uue-false quesdons. |
study hard for the tests, but I really
get nervous and confused on these
kinds of questions, Do you have any
suggestions? Tammy, sophomore,

Dear Tammy: Meany swdents
have difficolly isking objective
tests:  multipkechoice, true-false,
fill-in and matching questions, How-
ever, there are several srategies that
will make a difference in your per-
formance on these tests,

First, think about the way you ars
preparing for the test Studying for
an objective {est may require more
memorization of details, such as

_ definitions, lists, formulas, dates and
vocabulary, and this memorization
compenent should be part of an ac-
tive study process,

The process involves the con-

struction of & framework for the.

placement of these details, The best
way 10 do this is by identifying the

major iteas on & test,
Orgamztng information 10 answer
these questions allows you to prac.

tice thinking about the material in

various contexis. With this active
sidy and review, there will be less
confusion in choosing the correct
angwer [rom among unfamiiar al-
iermatives on a mul:iple:-chotcc test.

Second, use strategies that- will
maximize your pcrformance in any
iesting situation, Begin reviews for
major tests approximately one week
before the test.

The day before the test should be
used for a final relaxed review of
the material, {ollowed by adequale
slecp. Plan to amrive at the exam in
- plenty of ime and select a 'szat in
the {ront of the classroom.

Aller you receive your lest, take a

few ‘minutzs o read the directions -

carefully and to skim the test. It is
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imporant 10 budget your time in
ermns of the point value of sach sec-
tion of the test.

Write the number of minutes you

can allow for each section in the

margin of your lest paper. Smart
1est-takers know that any test con be
improved with additional work, and
they use ail of the time alloued for
the test:

Also, be sure to leave an extra
five minutes or 3o for review after
you complete the exam. Thcn. stick
1o your plan!

Begin by answering all the easier
questons first. This swategy wili
give you momentum and confidence
and will allow your unconscious
mind to wark on the more diflicult
questions,

This strategy also may provide
just the extra bit of information you
need to answer a difficult question,

When trying 10 choose the best al-.

izmative as an answer on a multi-
ple-choice test, ramember lo give
preference to information give by
your -instrucior rather than from a

textbook.
Third, learn 1o be mslwsse o ob-
jective tests:

*When you change answars, the
odds are only three out of ten that
you will change 10 # comect answer,
Be cerain! '

«On a multiple-choice test, rcad
the stam (question) carefully, Try o
predict the answer before you look

at the aliernatives. Eliminate those

choices which are false and code the
allcmauvcs, {For example, a system
of T, F, *, 7, will ¢nable you 1o save
tme when you return (o the ques-
tion after completing the test.

*When you must guess, always
chogse the tame aliernative consis-
tently. For example, always choose
‘2, "b" or Ye," ete.

The general chamcieristics of the
most correct answer on multiple-
choice tests ore thot they statement
is the most general and qualified,
the most encompassing and inclu-
sive, and often the longest response.

Other cues for making educated
guesses on muliiple<choice tests:

If an aliernative does not gram-
matically follow ths question, it :s
probably incorrect,

sAnswers with abscluie words,
such 25 all, always, sveryone, never,
no one and only am usuai!y incor-
rect,

-Answers with qualifiers, such as
generally, probably, most, often,
some, sometimes end usually, are
frequendy correct.

«Correct Hems sometimes repeat
some of the terms in the question.

Partly uwue and pantly fslse siate-

ments are false.

«if there gzre two allernatives
which seem 1© be opposiles, one of
them is probably comect,

<Alternatives  with  unfamiliae
erms tend o be iricarrest,

I twe sliernetives overlap or
mean essentially the same thing,
both sre probably incomect if there
is only one correct alternative.

«If two items are correct and thers
is only one possible answer, "all of
the above™ must be correct.
~ +Simplify questions with double

-ncgntives by crossing out both nega-

tives and then detennining the cor-
Teck answer, ‘

+ Even a well-prepared student may
sometimes have to make & few cdu—.
caled guesses on objective tssis;
Never try to make the puessing
strategy “fit™ It is always better to
go with what you know and what
your intuition ells you is the correct
answer,

Remember, howc\er. that no test-
weking strategy can replace thorough
understanding of the material and
good test prepam:ion

Try 1o get copies of old tzsts and
practice using thess smaiegies so
you fell comfortabie with them be-
fore the real test,

" For more information on test-
Icking strategies and other siudy
skills come to the Learning Skills
Program in Frazee Hall,

Students who wish to address
these issues con come by the UX
Counseling and Tesiing Center, 301
Fraree Hrzll or call 257-8701,



