Research Paper

Proposal due March 2

Final Draft due April 2

Political Behavior- Why people act the way they do (could be mass public or political 
actor) as these actions relate to politics

Four Parts-

1.  Understanding the Concept


Define the terms, assume that I don’t know what you’re talking about


Tell me why this is an important topic


Explain the general theory

2.  Relating the concept


Explain what you are studying


Tell me how your particular topic relates to the general theory

3.  Analyzing the Concept


Why does this matter?


How accurate is our theory?


Comparing times, issues, people


Does this predict future behavior?

4.  Evaluating the Concept


Is what we discovered good?  Bad? Ugly? Useful?


What are its consequences (what does it mean to the big picture)?


What did you learn from doing this?

10 page paper which discusses one aspect of political behavior.  You may meet with me individually to develop a topic that interests you.  You will e-mail me a one paragraph statement describing what the topic of your paper will be by March 2.  The final paper will include at least five outside sources.  You should thoroughly discuss your topic, present any controversies surrounding the topic.  You should discuss your topic in light of the other topics covered in the political behavior section.


Some sample topics might be:




The current state of Social Capital in America  




The effect of TV on American politics




Comparing participation rates among different nations




A political psychological profile of someone famous or someone 




you know




The rationality of participating in politics






Political tolerance in America




Ideological polarization or convergence?




The importance of public opinion to various political actors





Efforts to curb media influence (distortion) in political campaigns




The changing role of political parties


These are simply sample topics.  I encourage you to come up with your own.  Be creative.



