SAMPLE OUTLINE FOR RESEARCH PAPER

TOPIC- The Declining State of Social Capital in the United States
I.   Understanding the Concept


A.  What is Social Capital?


B.  Why is Social Capital Important?

II.  Relating the Concept


A.  Evidence that Social Capital is declining in the United States


B.  Counter-arguments; What do we make of those who say 


that there is no decline?

III.  Analyzing the Concept


A.  If social capital is declining, why is it?



1.  Television?



2.  Less free time?



3.  Georgraphic redistribution?



4.  Apathy?


B.  Comparing levels of social capital / reasons for decline



1.  Across time



2.  Across nations



3.  Among individuals


C.  Projecting the future of social capital in the United States

IV.  Evaluating the Concept


A.  What are the consequences of lower social capital?


B.  What can be done to counter-act these trends?

SAMPLE OUTLINE FOR RESEARCH PAPER

Topic- The Role of Public Opinion to Political Actors

I.  Understanding the Concept


A.  What is Public Opinion?



1.  Who constitutes the public?



2.  What political actors do they have opinions about?


B.  Why might Public Opinion theoretically be important?

II.  Relating the Concept


A.  Does Public Opinion matter to political actors?


B.  Is Public Opinion consistent?



1.  Different issues



2.  Different times



3.  Different segments of the public

III.  Analyzing the Concept


A.  Why does Public Opinion actually matter?



1.  Re-election



2.  Altruism



3.  Money


B.  How does Public Opinion affect policy?



1.  Immediately or over time?



2.  Symbolically or substantively?

IV.  Evaluating the Concept


A.  Is this a good thing?



1.  Should the masses be trusted?



2.  What alternatives are there?


B.  Implications for Democrartic Theory



1.  Are we a democracy or a republic



2.  Is this how the framers of the Constitution wanted it?

SAMPLE OUTLINE FOR RESEARCH PAPER

Topic- Political Psychological Profile

I.  Understanding the Concept


A.  What is a political psychological profile?


B.  How might it understand how people behave?



1.  Examples of previous research



2.  Theoretical basis for your subject

II.  Relating the Concept


A.  What social influences have led him/her to the present 


position?


B.  How much impact do psychological factors have on this 


person’s political behavior?  



1.  Policy positions



2.  Electoral campaigns



3.  Execution / implimentation / interaction with colleagues

III.  Analyzing the Concept


A.  How can we use this concept to predict future behavior?


B.  What does this tell us about our political system?



1.  Do politicians act rationally?



2.  Why is there so much corruption / scandal?



3.  What does this tell us about the law making / 




governing process?

IV.  Evaluating the Concept


A.  Is this a useful tool for explaining political behavior?


B.  What did you learn from researching this topic?

