Syllabus for PS 101-009, Spring 1999
What:  Introduction to American Government

Where: Whitehall Classroom Building, Room 201

When: Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.

Who:  Tony LoBianco (Not Dr., Mr., Instructor, Professor, or Your Majesty.  Just Tony.) 


e-mail:  tflobi1@pop.uky.edu 

Office: 1606 and 1622 Patterson Office Tower, 257-7051 and 257-9161

Office Hours: Tuesday  and Wednesday 1 – 3 p.m. and by appointment (note- these are only my set office hours, I can be found in the Political Science department much more often than this.)

Text:   Fiorina, Morris P., and Paul E. Peterson.  1998.  The New American Democracy.  Needham Heights, MA:  Allyn and Bacon. .  Includes supplement – “10 Things Every American Government Student Should Know.”

Grading:   25%  First Exam  


90-100   =  A


   25%  Research Paper


80-89.99 = B


   15%  Short Papers


70-79.99 = C


   25%  Final Exam


60-69.99 = D


   10%  Participation


0- 59.99  = E

CLASS SCHEDULE

SECTION 1 - FOUNDATIONS

Week One (1/14):  Introduction and welcome to democracy American style

Week Two (1/19, 1/21):  Understanding and evaluating different theories of democracy


READ:  CHAPTER 1

Week Three (1/26, 1/28):  The Constitutions (no, that’s not a misprint)


READ:  CHAPTER 2

Week Four (2/2, 2/4):  Federalism


READ:  CHAPTER 3

Week Five (2/9, 2/11):  The American People and their Beliefs


READ:  CHAPTER 4

Week Six (2/16, 2/18): FIRST EXAM 2/16 ON CHAPTERS 1-4, Brief introduction to Political Behavior

SECTION 2 - LINKAGES

Week Seven (2/23, 2/25): Political Socialization and Public Opinion


READ:  CHAPTER 5

Week Eight (3/2, 3/4): The Mass Media


READ:  CHAPTER 9

Week Nine (3/9, 3/11): Political Participation

READ:  CHAPTER 6

Week Ten (Spring Break):

Week Eleven (3/23, 3/25):  Parties and Interest Groups


READ:  CHAPTERS 7, 8

Week  Twelve (3/30, 4/1):  Campaigns and Elections


READ:  CHAPTERS 10, 11

Written Assignment due Friday 4/2

SECTION 3 - INSTITUTIONS

Week Thirteen (4/6, 4/8):  Congress


READ: CHAPTER 12

Week Fourteen (4/13, 4/15): The President


READ:  CHAPTERS 13

Week Fifteen (4/20, 4/22):  The Supreme Court


READ:  CHAPTER 15

Week Sixteen (4/27, 4/29):  Bureaucracy and Course Wrap Up

READ:  CHAPTER 14

Final Exam – Thursday, 5/6 10:30 a.m.

Important Things to Know

There are three sections to this course.  The first section (weeks 1-5) concerns the foundations of American government.  The second section (weeks 7-12) deals with the linkage between American government and the American people.  The third section (weeks 13-16) deals with the institutions that comprise American government.  The first section will conclude with an exam.  The second section will involve the writing of research paper of approximately 10 pages.  A final exam will involve you demonstrating to me that you can relate the foundations of American government and the American people to the institutions of American government.   (yes, that means that the final is cumulative, although it will be weighted heavily in favor of the third section of the course.)


Attendance- I do not take attendance on a regular basis.  If my exhilarating lectures are not enough to keep you in class then you are not mandated to come.  However, if you miss class without a prior excuse then you are at the mercy of your classmates to fill you in on what you missed.  What this means is that it is your responsibility to know what is covered in class, not mine.  I am more than happy to explain topics covered in class with people who are (or were) there.  I am also more than happy to ask questions on exams that I can guarantee that you will not know unless you were there.  My advice to you is:  BE THERE.  Your final participation grade is my subjective appraisal of how well you contributed to class discussion.  You will not be penalized for any question pertinent to class.  You will be penalized for sitting there like a bump on a log, sleeping, showing up late repeatedly, and generally presenting a lackadaisical attitude toward class.  And, if I don’t even know who you are because you never show up, then, well, that would be bad.  

I also reserve the right to periodically give pop quizzes in order to reward those who are doing the weekly readings and penalize those who are not.  If you are not present during a quiz, you will not receive any credit for it.  The quiz grade will be part of the participation grade.

Written Assignments- There will be one long (approximately 10 pages) written assignment due Friday, April 2.  A detailed description of the assignment will be given out sometime in the next few weeks.  The paper will involve developing concepts from the second section of the course.


You will also write two short (2-3 page) papers throughout the semester.  These papers will each relate one of the ‘10 Things Every American Government Student Should Know’ (in the supplement to the text) to a current news story.  Each paper should briefly describe both the news story and the ‘Thing That Every American Government Student Should Know,’ and discuss how they relate.  There is no specific due date for these two papers, although the first one needs to be turned in before Spring Break, and the second before exam week.


Turning in Papers-  It is necessary for you to have access to e-mail for this course.  All written assignments are to be e-mailed to me (tflobi1@pop.uky.edu) as attachments.  Use either MS Word or Word Perfect.  If you do not know how to do this, go to the UK computing facility and ask an assistant there to teach you, or ask me, but do not wait until the last minute.

POLICY ON LATE PAPERS, MISSED TESTS, UNEXCUSED ABSENCES, ETC.............


The fair thing to do is to not accept late papers or missed tests and simply fail you for them if they happen.  Do not rely on anything other than fairness to dictate my policy.


However, my mother raised me with a kind, warm heart that occasionally overrides my instinct of fairness.    If you have a legitimate excuse (I will require proof), approach me in a timely manner, and beg repeatedly, I might be lenient.  If I feel that you are taking advantage of my kind warm heart, then I will reserve the right to revert to the fair policy (as stated above).

