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     Deep in the hills of Floyd County atop Abner Mountain, Sue Cole was 





born to a coal miner in 1941. She grew up living the typical life of a coal 





miner's daughter in the Appalachia region.  Being one of six children, Sue 





learned quickly what it was like to function in a crowded atmosphere with so 





many people.  Money was extremely tight and life was difficult, yet her 





family felt they had all they needed.  From the time she was born her 





father, Leonard, worked hard in the mines more than twelve hours a day.  





Times were rough for the families of coal miner's, even though the entire town 





was owned and operated by the coal company. As a whole, Sue grew up in a 





poverty stricken environment, watching her parents struggle to make ends 





meet.  Her childhood, along with other factors have influenced how Sue 





thinks today.  Along with how she feels towards various things, the people, 





places, and events in her life have influenced how she thinks politically.  Her 





poverty stricken childhood is one of the many influences on her political 





attitudes, but possibly one of the most crucial.





     By the time Sue was old enough to attend school, she and her brother and 





sisters walked over a mile to school each day.  They attended the Wheelright 





school system, which consisted of mostly children of mine workers.  This was 





obviously due to the fact that nearly all the businesses in town were owned 





and operated by the mining company.  Because the majority of the citizens 





worked for the same company, as well as the fact the town was so small 





contributes to the idea that nearly everyone knew each other.  As a result of 





everyone being so well known, local elections tended to be the high point of 





every election year.  Many fights occurred during election time due to the 





intense battling of two local men who had lived and worked near each other 





for years.  The decision was not stressful to Sue's father however.  Leonard 





always made it a habit to vote for the guy who paid him the most to haul 





voters to the voting booths on election day.  Although this probably wasn't the 





best heuristic, it worked for Leonard.  





     As Sue got older, Leonard quit hauling voters to the voting booth, and 





began voting on the basis of his beliefs.  This came as a result of his joining 





the labor union as a coal miner.  Leonard then became a die-hard democrat.  





He was voting democrat or die trying, never mind the fact that republicans 





had paid him more in the past to haul voters.  His only concern was that the 





democrats supported the labor unions and, in turn, he supported them.  With 





the labor unions, he felt more secure of his job.





     The year after she graduated, Sue and the love of her life were married.  





Sue was only a mere eighteen years old when she became Mrs. Wesley 





Breeding.  Following their wedding, Wes and Sue moved to Florida where 





Wes was stationed in the marines.  One evening they were traveling from a 





dinner date with another couple when tragedy struck.   The male friend lost 





control of the car and drove into a orange stand made of concrete and cinder 





block.  The stand was on the right side of the road, the same side as which 





both females were sitting.  The stand collapsed on the car, crushing and 





severing both of Sue's legs, breaking her neck, breaking her back, and 





severing the surface of her head.  Wes suffered a broken back and knee, the 





female friend died instantly, and the driver walked away without a scratch.  





After using the jaws of life to remove Sue from the car, Wes walked to the 





ambulance to be with her despite his injuries.  Wes was taken to a military 





base hospital for one week, unable to stay with Sue because he was a marine.  





Sue was in the hospital from August 9, 1959 to October the 24th of the same 





year.  While there she was in a coma for an extensive amount of time.  After 





awaking, the doctors strongly suggested one of her legs be amputated.  One 





ankle and foot was completely crushed, the bones being absolutely shattered 





into an infinite amount of pieces.  The other foot wasn't nearly as bad, yet the 





injuries in it weren't minor.  Sue refused the amputation and they returned 





with a negative outlook.  They informed her she would never walk again, as it 





was completely impossible.  They also advised that having children would be 





nearly impossible as well, because she could not suffer the exertion both 





during and after the pregnancy.  At the point of her discharge, Sue went back 





to Floyd County to stay with her parents while Wes was stationed in Florida.





   Wes was discharged from the marines in July of 1960.  He then came home 





to Floyd County and took Sue to Fort Knox to undergo physical therapy on 





Mother's Day of the next year.  Since the accident, she had not underwent any 





therapy and had remained in a wheelchair.  In the middle part of June, Sue 





walked again for the very first time since the accident.  In September, a mere 





year after they had arrived at Fort Knox, Sue gave birth to Tamala Lea 





Breeding, their first of three children she was advised she would never have.  





After having the baby, they made Sue stay at physical therapy for a month, so 





that the government would pay the expenses of the baby. The fact that Wes 





had just been discharged from the marines because of the accident had no 





affect on the financial situation.


     


     The years following the accident were difficult ones were the both of 





them.  After Tamala was born, they moved back to Floyd County to live with 





Wes's parents.  Five year later, they moved once again to Lloyd, Kentucky 





where they have remained since.  As a result of Sue's injuries, she was 





incapable of doing any work which required much standing on her feet.  She 





attained a job as a cook at Greysbranch Elementary School where Tammy 





was now in school.  Wes was working at GTE, not making a great amount of 





money because he was just starting out.  Although there were minimum wage 





laws at the time, Sue worked for a school system, which was exempt from the 





minimum wage law.  While minimum wage at the time was $2.10, Sue only 





made $1.90 per hour.  Throughout the time when their children were being 





raised, Wes and Sue struggled to make ends meet.  Sue baby-sat on the side, 





while keeping up with her job as best she could.  Five years after she received 





the job, Sue had to quit because of the pain in her foot.  The severe pain in 





her foot, along with a pinch nerve in her neck from where it was broken, kept 





her from holding nearly any job.  It wasn't until twelve years ago, some 27 





years after the accident that Sue received Social Security.  Five months ago, 





Sue underwent reconstructive surgery on her foot.  Three months ago, the 





heel of her left ankle touched the ground for the first time since she was 





eighteen years old.





     Throughout her life, Sue was influenced by many things which altered her 





thoughts and beliefs.  Her political beliefs of the present came as a result of 





the many things she experienced in her earlier years.  Sue 





takes a very active role in political participation as a result of all she has 





overcome.  As a child, she was raised in a low socioeconomic class.  As an 





adult, she does not support welfare programs without certain limitations.  She 





feels as though that one should have to work their way out of poverty as she 





witnessed her father do.  One can also perceive by all the hard work and 





dedication Sue has put forth in her predicaments that her father's 





determination and work effort was a strong influence in her life.  Because of 





this influence, she feels as though others should have this same desire and 





tenacity to overcome hardships.





     The tragic car accident that occurred when Sue was eighteen was most 





likely the most influential aspect of her life thus far.  As a result of her 





disability, Sue supports Social Security and disability programs strongly.  She 





unfortunately had to wait an extreme amount of time before she began 





receiving Social Security.  Even now, the amount she receives is no where 





near the caliber that the injuries she sustained affected her work ability.  





When she gave birth to Tamala, the doctors made her stay so that the 





government would pay the expenses.  The entire idea of this completely 





frustrated her because the military and the senators did not care if people in 





that situation received help or not.  There are not Veteran's benefits which 





cover situations such as these.  Sue was politically socialized by all the 





factors that occurred in her past.  Because these things occurred, Sue thinks in 





the way she does in relation to politics.  If she had not experienced some of 





the incidents she has, it is very unlikely she would think politically as she 





does today.[how does she think politically?  You give a few examples, but you don’t ever develop the ‘big picture’]


     


     Political Experiences constitute a source of political socialization when 





such experiences affect the political attitudes and behavior patterns of the 





individual (Corbett 208).  The different aspects of Sue's past did inevitably 





affect her political attitudes and behavior patterns.  It can be argued that she 





would most likely not be very politically active if these events had not 





occurred.  Thus, what seems to us to be true about the political behavior of 





people now is, to some extent, an expression of a particular set of historic 





circumstances (Bainer 29).[are you talking about historic or personal?]  This is quite evident because Sue's political 





behavior; the programs she supports and the active role she partakes, are a 





result of the historic circumstances in her life. 





    At its most neutral, political socialization is defined as:  a developmental 





process by which adolescents acquire cognitions, attitudes, and behaviors 





relating to their political environment (Buckingham 349).  Sue had different 





agents of political socialization.  The least obvious source of her socialization 





was the military.  Her thoughts on many issues, are somewhat influenced by 





the fact that Wes was a marine.  Not only did she live a small fraction of her 





life on a military base, but she was also separated from Wes after the 





accident, and forced to stay in Fort Knox after giving birth because of the 





military.  Another main political socialization agent is family.  This makes 





sense in that the political activity of your parents will be witnessed, causing 





you to shape your own beliefs around the people who raise you.  From a 





psycho dynamic perspective, the emotional ties in most families are strong and 





complex (Bainer 94).  The fact that Sue's father felt strongly about labor 





unions plays a large role in Sue's life.  She always supports labor unions, 





because of the many benefits she saw her father gain as a result of being a 





member of one.  Another factor which affected her political socialization was 





the socioeconomic status she had as a child.  Socioeconomic characteristics 





do not cause differences in political views; rather, different socioeconomic 





characteristics can lead to different socialization experiences that can lead to 





different political orientations (Corbett 223).  This is also true in the fact that 





Sue did not support unemployment and social security because she was poor, 





but because she was unable to work herself out of the situation she was in.  





Neither did she support these things merely because she was a democrat.  





American political culture is not ideological so much as moralistic.  It seeks, 





not to reorder society, but to make claims on government in the name of 





higher ideals--freedom, equality and participation among them (Mead 191).  





Sue acts politically in the way that she does because of how she believes on 





certain issues, not according to her political ideology.[then you should more fully discuss her higher ideals]





     Every influential aspect of one's life that is remotely related to politics can 





form a political attitude.  So many things can be crucial in shaping one's 





political attitude. [this sentence is meaningless] It is logical to think that if something which has contributed 





to a political attitude is outweighed by some event at a later time, the latter 





could cause a contradictory attitude to the previous one.  I suppose I am 





trying to demonstrate that anything is fair game when it comes to shaping 





political attitudes.  Anything which has an astounding affect on your life 





which has some political relation to it, can indefinitely contribute to your 





attitude.[you are rambling]  Political attitudes are the accumulation of influence from people, 





places, things, and events.  In relation to this, the basis of your political 





attitude determines your political activity. [have you done anything to demonstrate this?] Whatever your attitude reflects 





will contribute to the level of activity you have.  No matter what type of 





political attitude we have, we all have a form of political activity at one level 





or another.  It can be assured, however, that the level of political activity we 





hold is based on the political socialization we were subjected to and the 





attitudes that formed from them.
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Interesting, but you leave many questions unanswered.  For instance, you say almost nothing about her political activity, and little about her beliefs.  Concentrate on her values and how they affect her attitudes and activity.  





You also need to organize your thoughts better.  Have a central idea and stick to it.  You raise some interesting points, but they are so disjointed that they are hard to follow.  At times your writing lacks focus and you ramble without making a strong point.  An outline might help this.





You do a good job of bringing together outside sources that relate to your study.  Don’t be afraid to use them earlier to build your theory.
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