Syllabus for PS 271-001, Fall 2000
What:  Introduction to Political Behavior

Where: Whitehall Classroom Building, Room 245

When: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 2:00-2:50 A.M.

Who:  Tony LoBianco (Not Dr., Mr., Instructor, Professor, or Your Majesty.  Just Tony. ) 


e-mail:  tflobi1@pop.uky.edu 

Office: 1606 and 1622 Patterson Office Tower, 257-7051 and 257-9161

Office Hours:   Tuesdays and Wednesdays 1-2 p.m.;  and by appointment (note- these are 


only my set office hours, I can be found in the Political Science department much more 


often than this.)

Texts:   
Erikson, Robert S, and Kent L. Tedin.  1994.   American Public Opinion.  Addison Wesley 

Longman.


Laver, Michael.   1997.  Private Desires, Political Action:  An Introduction to the Politics of 


Rational Choice.  Sage Publications.


Rosenstone, Steven J., and John Mark Hansen.  1993.  Mobilization, Participation, and 



Democracy in America.  MacMillan Publishing Company.


Additional readings have been  placed on reserve at W.T. Young Library.

Grading:   25%  First Exam  


90-100   =  A


   25%  Final Exam


80-89.99 = B


   20% First Paper 


70-79.99 = C


   20%  Second Paper


60-69.99 = D


   10%  Participation


0- 59.99  = E

COURSE OVERVIEW


As you may have guessed from the title of this course, this is an introductory course in Political Behavior.  We will be primarily concerned with Political Behavior in the United States.  Occasionally, comparisons will be made to other nations, and you will be free to pursue international topics in both of your papers for this class.


Political Behavior as it relates to this course is concerned with two broad topics:  Attitudes and Actions.  Most of the first half of the semester will focus on Americans’ political attitudes:  what they are; where they came from; how they are changed; and why we have them.  Most of the second half of the semester will deal with Americans’ political actions:  how and why we participate (or don’t participate); who participates; and what ramifications this has for society.  

CLASS SCHEDULE
PART I.  Introduction

Week One (8/23, 8/25):  What Political Behavior is all About

 
READ:  Laver, Chapter 1



Erikson, Chapter 1

Week Two (8/28 - 9/1):  Public Opinion:  How we study Political Behavior


READ:  Erikson, Chapters 2 and 3

PART II.  Political Attitudes – Where they come from and what they are

Week Three (9/6,  9/8): Political Culture  


READ:  1) Erikson, Chapter 6



2) *Zaller, John R.  1998. “Monica Lewinsky’s Contribution to Political Science.”  



P.S. Political Science and Politics  31:2 (June) pp. 182-190.

Week Four (9/11-9/15):  Political Socialization and Personality


READ:  Erikson, Chapter 5

Week Five (9/18 - 9/22): The Mass Media


READ:  1) Erikson, Chapter 8



2) *Mondak, Jeffrey J.  1995.  “Newspapers and Political Awareness.”  American 



Journal of Political Science  39:2  (April) pp. 513-528.

Week Six (9/25 – 9/29): Party Identification, Ideology and Mass Belief Systems

READ:  Erikson, Chapters 3 and 4

Week Seven (10/2-10/6):  Social Capital


READ:  1) Erikson, Chapter 7

2) *Putnam, Robert D. 1995.  “Bowling Alone:  America’s Declining Social 



Capital.”  Journal of Democracy  6:1 pp. 65-79.

FIRST EXAM – MONDAY 10/9

PART III.  POLITICAL ACTIONS – WHAT WE DO

Week Eight (10/11, 10/13):   Rationality in Political Behavior


READ:  Laver, Chapter 2

Week Nine (10/16 – 10/20):  Collective Action


READ:  Laver, Chapter 3

FIRST PAPER DUE 10/23

Weeks Ten through Twelve (10/23- 11/10): Political Participation: What, Why, and Who  


Part one:  Rational Choice



READ:  Laver, Chapter 5


Part two: Resources, Efficacy and Mobilization



SKIM:  Rosenstone and Hansen, Chapters 1-3



READ:  Rosenstone and Hansen, Chapters 4-8

Week s Thirteen and Fourteen (11/13 – 11/22):  Party Competition


READ: Laver, Chapter 6


SECOND PAPER DUE 11/27

Week Fifteen (11/27 – 12/1):  Representation


READ: Erikson, Chapters 10, 12

Week Sixteen (12/4-12/8): General Catch up Time

FINAL EXAM – WEDNESDAY, 12/13  1:00 p.m.


Attendance and class participation- I do not take attendance on a regular basis.  If my exhilarating lectures are not enough to keep you in class then you are not mandated to come.  However, if you miss class without a prior excuse then you are at the mercy of your classmates to fill you in on what you missed.  What this means is that it is your responsibility to know what is covered in class, not mine.  I am more than happy to explain topics covered in class with people who are (or were) there.  I am also more than happy to ask questions on exams that I can guarantee that you will not know unless you were in class.  My advice to you is:  BE THERE.  Your final participation grade is my subjective appraisal of how well you contributed to class discussion.  You will not be penalized for any question pertinent to class.  You will be penalized for sitting there like a bump on a log, sleeping, showing up late repeatedly, and generally presenting a lackadaisical attitude toward class.  And, if I don’t even know who you are because you never show up, then your participation grade will suffer.


Also, I reserve the right to give pop quizzes on the readings or lectures if I feel that not enough people are keeping up with the readings or paying attention during lectures.  Any grades from these quizzes will be factored into the final participation grade.  If you are not in class when a quiz is given, you will receive no credit for it.


Written Assignments- There will be two 8-10 page papers assigned during the semester.  While a more detailed description of each assignment is forthcoming, some general guidelines are as follows:


The first paper (due 10/23\) will be a political biography of someone you know.  NOTE:  THIS PERSON DOES NOT HAVE TO BE A POLITICIAN, CANDIDATE, ELECTED OFFICIAL, OR EVEN REMOTELY INVOLVED WITH THE POLITICAL SYSTEM.  You will be describing their political socialization, influences, beliefs, and activities.  You need to explain how the person you choose acquired the political beliefs that he or she did, and why he or she acts as such.


The second paper (due 11/27) will require you to recount and analyze a personal experience which you have had with overcoming (or perhaps not overcoming) the dilema of collective action.   You will then relate your experience to a similar event which has happened in American or International politics


I do not require that a rough draft be turned in for either paper, but if you would like to turn in a copy, I will make comments and return it to you.


Turning in Written Assignments-  It is necessary for you to have access to e-mail for this course.  All written assignments are to be e-mailed to me (tflobi1@pop.uky.edu) as attachments.  I will not accept paper copies of your assignments.  Use either MS Word or Word Perfect.  If you do not know how to do this, go to the UK computing facility and ask an assistant there to teach you, or ask me, but do not wait until the last minute.  I will return your assignments as e-mail attachments with my comments embedded in the text and your grade at the end of the assignment.


Extensions and Late Written Assignments- In lieu of granting extensions on an individual basis, I have adopted the following policy and apply it to everyone in the class:  During the course of the semester each student is alloted five ‘grace days’ for late submission of written assignments to be spread throughout the semester.  Any written assignment e-mailed to me after 12:00 midnight of the announced deadline will use one ‘grace day’ for each day that it is late.  No penalty wil be assessed until after the fifth grace day has expired, after which the penalty is 10 points per day.  Dates will be recorded by the time posted on your e-mail, and number of grace days used will be noted by me on the top of your returned assignment.


EXAMPLE:  For the first assignment, due 10/23, if I receive your e-mail with it as an attachment on 10/27, your grade will not be penalized, but will have used 4 grace days.  Then, on the second assignment, due 11/27, if I receive your e-mail with it as an attachment on 11/30, you will have used your final grace day, and turned in the assignment an extra 2 days late, causing a 20 point penalty.  If this paper had been graded as an 86, you would then receive a grade of 66.

