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GEOGRAPHY 131   GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

This course addresses environmental questions including population/resource consumption, environmental degradation and biodiversity conservation, and toxic contamination and environmental justice. Particular attention will be devoted to environmental impacts of agricultural and industrial development, inequality in income and resource use, and the human dimension of human-environment interaction. The first portion of the course considers population growth and explores the underlying reasons for 

environmentally degrading practices, the second explores general problems of environmental degradation, industrialization, and toxic contamination. A balance will be struck between review of the extent and logic of environmental destruction through industrial and agricultural practices, and investigation of popular and state-level mobilizations to define environmental problems and protect the environment. The course provides students with both an overview of environmental issues/problems and an understanding of underlying social processes which create and frustrate resolution of these problems.

Lectures: Mondays & Wednesdays 

Discussion Sections: Fridays
Books and Readers for Global Environmental Issues 

Savages
Website with readings to download:

http://www.uky.edu/~tmute2/Global-Env-Issues/

Password: ‘nature’ (to access the readings page)
Course Grading
Mid-term and Final: 45% of Final Grade

Assignments: 40% of Final Grade 

Participation: 15%. 

Late Policy: ½ of one letter grade for each day late
Grades may be curved upwards, but will not be curved down

Assignments must be returned in person during class on the day that they are due, unless prior arrangements can be made. If you do make prior arrangements to email the assignment, it must be in either .pdf or Word (.doc NOT .docx) formats. 

Boilerplate and Disclaimers:

Students with Disabilities: I will make any and every reasonable accommodation. Please come and speak to me if you have any special needs. 

Plagiarism is not permitted. Please do not copy from other sources or students and present it as your own work. It is grounds for academic dismissal (not to mention boring). If you have questions about what might constitute plagiarism, please consult the student handbook or come and talk to me.

