Participatory Conservation

Guatemala: 

1. Guatemalan Biosphere reserve in the Peten: The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and the Guatemalan military enforce conservation

a. Stop traditional practices (farming, gathering)

b. Remove farmers from Biosphere

c. Plan fails, no way to police the reserve! 

Does conservation require a local 'buy in' for long-term effectiveness?

2. Situating Conservation in Land-Use history: 
Why are farmers invading the Petén? 
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a. Guatemalan History and the Petén: key moments

i. 1570s -- 1770s Conquest and the Ladino Caste system

1. Central America, race, and the geography of inequality

2. Never had a revolution (unlike Mexico) 

ii. 1940s Democracy and its demise: US Intervention in Latin America

1. United Fruit

2. Arbenz and the CIA

iii. 1970s-1990s Civil War: Rigoberta Menchú 

1. Guerrilla and the Peten

2. Guatemalan Military: Death Squads and Model Villages

3. Massacres and Mass Graves

iv. War Resolution: 

1. 1990s end of the civil war

2. truth and reconciliation

3. uncertain progress: persistent geographies of inequality
3. Conservation Resolution: Multi-Prong Conservation Effort
a. ‘Fortress’ reserve

b. ‘Multi-use’ area

c. Women’s Gathering group: 

i. Gendered conservation and resource control issues

ii. Do reserves (and conservation initiatives generally) reinforce men’s power?

4. A stable solution?

