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Finding a common ground, agriculture and the environment
Agriculture as currently practiced in the US is unsustainable: Too much energy is used
Mexican agriculture is less productive, yet uses little energy
how do we change from unsustainable to sustainable agriculture (energy use, chemical use) without reductions in food availability?
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Solutions to Unsustainable Farming: Move to 'Soft Path'

1. Research Into Alternatives
2. Bioregionalism
3. Knowledge-intensive rather than Resource-intensive methods: Ecological Agriculture

Soft Vs. Hard Paths
I. Paths to the Future: What kind of society do we want?
II. Political decisions: who benefits/ who pays?
Wholesale restructuring of Geography
Change in resource-use = change in wealth for resource owners
Democracy? Who benefits from high energy consumption? Who pays the environmental costs?
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