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Field Trials: Principal Uses

Herbicide Tolerant		36%
Insect Resistant			32%
Virus Resistant			14%
Quality Improvement	14%

Biotechnology and Manipulative Transformation of Nature

Consequences: Genetic Erosion and Species Extinction
1. New 'Aliens'
2. New Cultivars

No Public Control: Biotech is 
Profit-driven Enterprise
1. Industry Concentration strategies motivate research directions
Horizontal concentration limits competition
Vertical integration joins seed, biotech and pesticide companies
2. Resulting 'internal' company economies take on new importance
agrochemical companies want resistance to herbicides not insect resistance

Possible Short- and Long-term Contradictions:

1. 'Planting pesticides' results in increased insect resistance
2. 'Transgenic' gene movement makes weeds herbicide- and insect resistant
3. 'Poor-get-poorer': Rich farmers profit at the expense of poor farmers, especially in Third World
4. New standardization allows 'offshore' movement of US farm jobs, e.g. Flavr Savr Tomatos in Mexico
5. Biodiversity destroyed by biotech: new cultivars replace traditional varieties reducing genetic diversity
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