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Environmental Justice

What is a working definition of 
environmental Justice? 

Bryant: Environmental Justice: 

1. Institutional policies, decisions, and cultural behaviors that support: 

a. sustainable development, 

b. living conditions in which people can have confidence that their environment is safe, nurturing, and productive, 

c. support communities where distributive justice prevails, 

d. comprehensive policies to eradicate poverty, racism, and disease

Environmental Racism

People of Color receive disproportionately high exposure to environmental toxins regardless of income

Bryant

Global Context

Human life assessed as worth less in Third World (low income) countries

Third World countries 'under-polluted' relative to first world

National Context

People of color live in more heavily contaminated areas

People of color receive higher workplace exposure

Global Context:

Lawrence Summers Memo (as head economist of World Bank):

1. cost of health-impairing pollution lowest where wages lowest

2. Impact of contamination less in 'underpolluted' areas

3. Poor countries willing to pay price due to income elasticity of demand for 

clean environment

Global Climate Row:

United Nations Report valued:

1990s: UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Geneva, values the lives of people in rich nations up to fifteen times higher than those in poor countries.

North American or European worth $1.5 million

Citizen of 'low-income' country worth $100,000

Food crops of poor countries valued less
David Pearce of University College, London

"We won't be revising it, and we have no intention of apologising for our work. This is a matter of scientific correctness versus political correctness."
Cost-Benefit Analysis:

Cost depends upon value of human life, how are we to value our lives?

Lifetime incomes?
How to calculate?
Racism, Sexism incorporated in earnings potential.
Poor/working class/developing nations people worth less?
Global North Context
Bryant: Causality: how to prove consequences?

1. politics of environmental analysis

2. economics of environmental analysis

3. political economy and the ‘crisis of confidence’

a. ‘will I get sick from this stuff in the air?’ –sounds value free

b. ‘should this stuff be in the air?’ – sounds political
Lead Exposure:

Tetraethyl lead from 1970's

Smelters

Cincinnati study of Lead paint in Over-the-Rhine tenements

Toxic incinerators

LANCER

East Los Angeles

Toxic Waste Dumps/ Landfills

Black community and toxic dumps
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Workplace Toxins: People of Color have worst jobs

Native American Lands:

Uranium Ore mined on Indian Lands

Toxic incinerators: 'Dances-with-incinerators'

Mine tailings left, dust problems, wastewater runoff

Global South Context: moving problems to the global south
CO2 and Global Warming

CO2-lonialism: Palm Oil plantations

Consumption and degradation along commodity-chains

Nuclear testing, uranium mining

Carbon extraction (Oil, Gas, Coal) and mining

Toxic contamination

Tourist development (Tepoztlan)

Industrial production and contamination

Biodiversity Loss: 

i. People create and preserve biodiversity through sustainable agriculture and forestry. 

ii. This is threatened by: 

Climate change

Agro-industrialization, change to:

 chemical-intensive mono-cropping, 
bio-engineering (Genetically Modified Organisms and traditional Modern Varieties) and cattle production (Brazil)

Toxics: Acid rain

Toxic Dumping (another commodity chain):

Radioactive waste

Hazardous waste

