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International efforts to halt 
environmental destruction
The process of capitalist development is threatening global ecological catastrophe, what answers do we have?
the United Nations:
Conference on Environment & Development 
Agenda 21
Non-Governmental Organizations
GATT versus Managed Trade
QUESTION: How are benefits to be redistributed between First World and Third World nations such that they are allowed to develop inan ecologically sustainable manner?

Agenda 21 and the UNCED or 'Earth Summit' of 1992
I. Tensions between development and environment
•	biodiversity: developing timber-rich countries vs. NGOs, Local resistance, north
•	climate convention: small islands vs. high consumption
II. History of Process
Stockholm
'Earth Summit'

III. Results of 1992 'Earth Summit' process
Agreements:
1. Framework Convention on Climate Change
2. Covention of Biological Diversity
Declarations of Principles Not Agreements
Agenda 21
Rio Declaration
Forest Principles

Politics of Process: 
Southern Capital 
•	Use environmental concessions as diplomatic weapons: 
•	Strategy: Bargain the environment for .7% of GNP that North is pledged to give as development aid $125 billion.
•	Problem: long-term trap of staying in the cellar with the affluent north partying upstairs
Northern capital: 
•	Technological efficiency is the solution to pollution:
•	How can the south pay for, and capital turn a profit on, technology developed and shipped free of charge?
•	Consumption: Poverty prevents Southern industry from progressing despite efficiency revolutions


This debate was rephased during 'Earth Summit':
It's global, ergo we all have equal responsibility for the problem
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