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Contemporary Environmental Issues Part II

Environmental Degradation


degradation: 
2. a: decline to a low, destitute, or demoralized state

degrade: 
3: to impair in respect to some physical property 
4: to wear down by erosion 
5: to reduce the complexity of
				—Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary

Forms of Environmental Degradation
Causes of Environmental Degradation
Relation between environmental degradation, toxic contamination and population
National & International Efforts to Halt Environmental Degradation


Forms of environmental degradation

Resource erosion e.g. Soil Erosion
Species Loss (Habitat Destruction)
Genetic Erosion within Species
Climate Change (Alteration of current climate regime): Toxics
Social Decay, loss of social support structures e.g. food security: Population 


Causes of environmental degradation

How can the environment be sustained given the need for capital expansion? 
There is a fundamental tension between the need for global environmental protection and Third World development.
1. Raw materials are needed as production inputs
2. Market expansion helps relieve pressure of underconsumption on 
     First World industries
3. Cheap labor bolsters flagging US industries
4. Industrialization provides employment opportunities for impoverished Third World countries
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