Contemporary Environmental Issues MIDTERM #2 (15 points)	Professor Tad Mutersbaugh
Due Friday Nov. 11, 1994 by 5:00 pm, room 302 Jessup Hall (or in Friday sections)
your country:      Thailand
You are an environmental analyst charged by your country's government with the task of meeting treaty obligations with respect to these two problems:

1) Protection of local environments through biodiversity protection in your country, 
2) Protection of the Global Environment by reducing greenhouse gas production in your country.
At the Earth Summit and other international meetings (e.g. Caracas Convention) your country agreed to tackle these two problems. You must provide your government with a recommendation that prioritizes one of these two environmental goals for the next 5 years, explain why you have chosen this priority,  and describe the most important step (concrete action) you will take to meet this goal.
Write an essay of 2 pages detailing:

1) Your #1 Environmental Priority: choose between protecting biodiversity (e.g. under the 10% goal of the Caracas Action Plan [Box 8.2]) or reducing greenhouse gas production (e.g. CO2 production);
2) concrete steps you propose to achieve your environmental goals; 
3) political opposition that may hinder achievement of your country's environmental goals, e.g. groups that may oppose your efforts to protect national or global environments. 
Back up your choice of priorities, action plan, and discussion of political consequences with statistics where possible. Document your sources (e.g. Table 20.1).
Utilizing the tables in the World Resources textbook, undertake analysis of your country listed above. You may incorporate data from additional tables into your argument if necessary. The following  questions are to help you decide which aspect of your country's environment should receive priority treatment. Incorporate answers into your essay as outlined above.
1. Biodiversity and Habitat Loss, tables 19.1-2; 20.1-20.6; 22.5  in World Recourses
FIND: How much land is conserved in natural areas? What is the relative extent and percent degradation of forest, savannah, desert, mangrove, and wetland areas in your country? 
ANALYZE: What habitats are the most threatened in your country? What degree of protection do they receive? How large are the extent of a particular habitat types (e.g. moist forest, desert scrub) in your country? Are your country's environments of global significance?
2. Greenhouse Gasses tables 23.1 & 23.2:
FIND: Contribution of your industry and population to total global production of greenhouse gasses (e.g. CO2) and per capital production. What is the major source of CO2 in your country?
ANALYZE: What is the level of production and consumption in your country relative to other countries? Do your people over- or under-consume in comparison with other countries?
3. Population 16.1, 17.1 &17.2:
FIND: Population size, population density, source of income and per capita income.
ANALYZE: This information may used to evaluate the political/economic impact of your environmental protection proposal. Consider the wealth of your population and sources of income. How will your proposed environmental initiative affect your population?
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