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1. So we talked about how the world is today, the degree of biodiversity loss that is extant in the world, what we didn't cover is how, specifically, it got to be this way.

2. Turn to commodity chains: how do we analyze the connection between our consumption and biodiversity loss? What is the connection? 

3. First was POWER

a. retail power

b. production power

c. power built from a history of exploitation

4. If you want to know where you are going, you need to know where we’ve been

a. WHY does the biodiversity map look the way it does?

b. WHAT explains the fact that, as i noted, the global north has been pretty much wiped out while the global south is still relatively pristine?

5. Argue that Capitalist World system, as it expanded, successively incorporated areas into its orbit.

a. mercantile capitalism

i. production under a colonial order

ii. luxury good production primarily

b. industrial capitalism

i. production ordered by the bourgeoisie

ii. wage-good production

6. What was the shape, the form, of this expansion?

a. resource exploitation

b. shift to a wage-good production

7. when did it begin?

8. How did it unfold?

9. The United States was once on the edge of this world system, it was once a colony and heavily exploited.

10. What was the earlier form of capitalism?

11. What were the characteristics of Merchantile capitalism?

PO

Value, from whence does it come?

Cronon argues that value is endemic to resources

Circulation of Capital

M—C—M'—C'…
this needs to continue for capitalists to earn profits

(M=Money
C=Commodities)

i.e. Value is Produced by the Production Process in a Capitalist Society

Does Nature have intrinsic Value?

Are creatures to be valued for their own merits aside from economic value?

Commodity Chain: trees from forest to final use

1. Appropriation of Primary Product

Fell and Drag

2. Initial Processing: 

removal of limbs, cut into lengths

3. Transport

Float to Sawmill: 

Transport technology: Railroads and Water

4. Sawmills

Lumberyards

Wood cutting technology: Board Manufacture

5. Housing construction

Housing construction technology (Ballon-frame house construction)

6. Waste Disposal?

Colonial Administration and the Extraction of African 'Surplus' to Europe

(Compare to Cronon's Zones:

Labor-Use not Land-Use)

I. Three types of Colonies

1. Peasant Farmer

2. White Settler

3. Concessions

II. Three Zones of Incorporation 

1. World Market Production Zone

Cash Crops for Export to Europe (raw materials)

2. Semi-Periphery

Food Crops for First Zone

3. Periphery

Migrant Laborers for First Zone

No Direct Involvement in Production
History of Forest Products Commoditization in the Modern World

The development of Chicago coincided with new forms of organization of capital, the State and labor: the beginning of the 'modern' world

A. New Markets: Farmers and rural producers as petty capitalists 

B. The growth of circuits of circulation and exchange:

Finance Capital: New kinds of financial instruments allowed for purchase and exploitation of larger land tracts. 

Capital had become larger, speculation in secure finance instruments allowed small investor security and legal recourse

C. Government investment: State-backed financing of private interests. 

government grants: huge acreages of public property to speculative sale

backed with tax dollars. 

Railways publically financed

Laid groundwork for European and East Coast investors.

D. Workers and Wages: Commoditization was propelled by labor relations

Immigrant Laborers and Consumers (Farmers and Urban Workers)

Strikebreaking

Selective Hiring (no children)

Retaliation by arson

Compare Chicago to Third World situation

Expansion of the World Capitalist System to incorporate Africa, Asia, Latin American

How is the United States greater degree of development to be explained? 

greater natural wealth, or 

nature of insertion into the international economy?

Capitalist development depends upon exploitation of labor to transform raw materials into commodities.

