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 "In the early days women made up as much as 80% of 
the assembly plant workforce,  
Today: 60%. While they can legally be hired at the age 
of 16, it is common for these girl-women to get false 
documents in order to go to work at ages as young as 
12, 13 or 14." (Mexican Labor News & Analysis, 
3/2/1999, v4, no4) 

Maquiladoras: over one million Mexican 
workers – i.e. approximately one out of every 
45 workers in a maquiladora 





in 1987 a worker had to work 8 hours and 47 minutes to buy 
the basic food basket for a family of four. Today it takes 34 
hours." 







Background: 
Ford: Fordism 
Taylorism: Bloody Taylorism 
Social Fordism in the 1960s 
Mass production: mass consumption are linked 
Fordism 
 
  
 





Borderlands and 
Gender	



Panoptimex: 
women work on 
assembly lines,	


Spatial layout: 
women on line, 
men on floor and 
in balcony  

Anarchomex: 
male workspace 
and male 
management: 
contestation and 
sexuality on the 
shop floor: 
Machismo, meek 
management and 
distancing  

Androgymex: 
Gender muted: 
skill matters 
most 	


workers are paid 
on a piece rate 
basis	


Gendered 
workplace 
differences fail to 
materialize���
Workers 
organize line, 
work in small, 
opportune 
assembly lines	








