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Division Classifications:
Horses are to be divided into two divisions: Western Judged Events and Contest/Speed Events.
The Western Judged Division includes showmanship, western pleasure, horsemanship, western
riding, hunter under saddle, and reining. Contest/Speed Division includes showmanship, barrels,

poles, flag race, and stake race. Cross entering in both divisions is not allowed! See General Rule
#31 for further high point award details.

All 4-Hers riding or driving horses at 4-H events or activities
are required to wear an ASTM-SEI Equestrian
Helmet at all times.
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CONTEST DIVISION CLASSES
Speed Events

GENERAL CONTEST CLASS RULES:

1. All contest classes will be timed with either an electric timer or two (2) stop watches. If the
timing device fails, the contestant will be given the option of either an immediate rerun or a run
at the end of the run order. If two (2) stop watches are used, the average time of the two (2)
watches serves as the official time.

2. Time shall commence when the horse's nose crosses the starting line and will end when the
horse's nose crosses the finish line.

3. Contestants will start their runs from a designated point defined by cones (depending
on location). Handler may enter designated area with rider but can not enter the arena.
The arena gate will be closed once the horse enters the arena and will not be opened until the
contestant has concluded his or her run and has the horse under control. Two contest stewards
will be assigned to work the gate.

4. Once the gate is closed contestants will have 45 seconds to break the timer, if not done so
contestants will be excused and receive a no time.

5. In the case of a tie, the horse declared the winner in the runoff must run the pattern in not
more than two (2) seconds over the original time or the runoff is held again.

6. Contestants are not permitted a rerun if handicapped by equipment failure and/or an accident
to either the rider or the horse. Should a horse cast a shoe, the run may continue as long as it is
not harmful to the horse. Otherwise, the contestant shall be excused from the competition.

7. Contestants are not permitted any assistance beyond the arena gate. A handler on foot,
designated by the rider/parent/guardian, at their own risk, may assist the rider/horse in any area
outside of the arena gate.

8. Western type equipment must be used on all horses. Mechanical hackamores and tiedowns
are permitted. However, show officials or contest stewards may inspect and prohibit any horse
and rider from competing if any equipment is considered too severe and/or if any contestant is
observed abusing his or her horse. See Western Judged Division for a listing of all approved
and prohibited equipment.

9. Contestants may carry whips. The judge or official steward(s), at his or her discretion, may

disqualify a contestant for excessive use of a bat, crop, whip, rope or hand, etc. in front of the
cinch.
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10. Contestants must wear western attire including boots, long trousers and a long sleeve shirt
with a collar or a turtleneck. The shirt must not allow midriff skin to show, must be buttoned or
snapped, and must be tucked in and stay in as the run begins. All riders MUST wear an
ASTM-SEI Equestrian Helmet. Please refer to the General Rule number 22.

11.

No aids will be allowed to keep the contestants in the saddle (i.e. no rubber bands, velcro,

etc.) Such aids will be considered illegal equipment and be grounds for disqualification.

12. An official judge(s) will be designated to make calls and judgements on contest classes.

13. All riders will be allowed to finish the pattern within an allowable time limit to be
determined by the judge. Schooling of a horse in the arena will not be permitted.

CONTEST DIVISION CLASSES
Speed Events

FLAG RACE PONY - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 9-18 years old as of
January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and grade
mares and geldings 14 hands and under. The flag race pattern will consist of three (3)
barrels arranged in a triangle similar to that of the barrel race with all three (3) barrels
situated a safe distance from the arena fence. Contestants may initially pick up the flag
(17 3/4" in length; green & yellow in color) at either the right or the left barrel, but must
ride either an inside or an outside (FIGURE 1) pattern. Riders may touch the barrels or
buckets (3 gallon buckets filled to the top with sand). Riders that pick up the flag, but
fail to permanently place the flag in the receiving bucket will receive a five (5) second
penalty in addition to their final time. Riders that miss picking up the flag, drop the flag
once it has been picked up, run off pattern, and/or knock over any barrel or bucket will
receive a "'no time." Riders striking any part of their pony with the flag will be
disqualified.

FLAG RACE HORSE I - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 9-11 years old as
of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and grade
horses over 14.0 hands. The flag race pattern will consist of three (3) barrels arranged in
a triangle similar to that of the barrel race with all three (3) barrels situated a safe
distance from the arena fence. Contestants may initially pick up the flag (17 3/4" in
length; green & yellow in color) at either the right or the left barrel, but must ride either
an inside or an outside (FIGURE 1) pattern. Riders may touch the barrels or buckets (3
gallon buckets filled to the top with sand). Riders that pick up the flag, but fail to
permanently place the flag in the receiving bucket will receive a five (5) second penalty
in addition to their final time. Riders that miss picking up the flag, drop the flag once it
has been picked up, run off pattern, and/or knock over any barrel or bucket will receive a
"no time." Riders striking any part of their horse with the flag will be disqualified.
FLAG RACE HORSE 11 - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 11-14 years old as

WC -4



of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and grade
horses over 14.0 hands. The flag race pattern will consist of three (3) barrels arranged in
a triangle similar to that of the barrel race with all three (3) barrels situated a safe
distance from the arena fence. Contestants may initially pick up the flag (17 3/4" in
length; green & yellow in color) at either the right or the left barrel, but must ride either
an inside or an outside (FIGURE 1) pattern. Riders may touch the barrels or buckets (3
gallon buckets filled to the top with sand). Riders that pick up the flag, but fail to
permanently place the flag in the receiving bucket will receive a five (5) second penalty
in addition to their final time. Riders that miss picking up the flag, drop the flag once it
has been picked up, run off pattern, and/or knock over any barrel or bucket will receive
"no time." Riders striking any part of their horse with the flag will be disqualified.

FLAG RACE HORSE Il - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 15-18 years old
as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and grade
horses over 14.0 hands. The flag race pattern will consist of three (3) barrels arranged in
a triangle similar to that of the barrel race with all three (3) barrels situated a safe
distance from the arena fence. Contestants may initially pick up the flag (17 3/4" in
length; green & yellow in color) at either the right or the left barrel, but must ride either
an inside or an outside (FIGURE 1) pattern. Riders may touch the barrels or buckets (3
gallon buckets filled to the tope with sand). Riders that pick up the flag, but fail to
permanently place the flag in the receiving bucket will receive a five (5) second penalty
in addition to their final time. Riders that miss picking up the flag, drop the flag once it
has been picked up, run off pattern, and/or knock over any barrel or bucket will receive a
"no time." Riders striking any part of their horse with the flag will be disqualified.

Figure 1
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Figure 1, cont.
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BARREL RACE PONY- JR. RIDER - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 9-13
years old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered
and grade mares and geldings 14 hands and under. The barrel race pattern will
consist of three (3) barrels arranged in a triangle. The left and right barrels will be
spaced thirty (30) yards apart and twenty (20) yards from the start/finish line. The third
barrel will be spaced thirty-five (35) yards from both the left and right barrels. All three
(3) barrels will be placed a safe distance from the arena fence. If the pattern is too large
for a given arena, then the pattern will be reduced five (5) yards at a time until the pattern
fits the arena. Contestants may initially ride to the left or right (FIGURE 2) barrel and
then ride the remainder of the pattern accordingly. Riders may touch the barrels.
However, riders knocking over a barrel shall carry a five (5) second penalty. Failure to
follow the course shall cause disqualification.

BARREL RACE PONY- SR. RIDER - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 14-18
years old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered
and grade mares and geldings 14 hands and under. The barrel race pattern will
consist of three (3) barrels arranged in a triangle. The left and right barrels will be
spaced thirty (30) yards apart and twenty (20) yards from the start/finish line. The third
barrel will be spaced thirty-five (35) yards from both the left and right barrels. All three
(3) barrels will be placed a safe distance from the arena fence. If the pattern is too large
for a given arena, then the pattern will be reduced five (5) yards at a time until the pattern
fits the arena. Contestants may initially ride to the left or right (FIGURE 2) barrel and
then ride the remainder of the pattern accordingly. Riders may touch the barrels.
However, riders knocking over a barrel shall carry a five (5) second penalty per barrel.
Failure to follow the course shall cause disqualification. .
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BARREL RACE HORSE 1 - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 9-11 years old
as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and grade
horses over 14.0 hands. The barrel race pattern will consist of three (3) barrels arranged
in a triangle. The left and right barrel will be spaced thirty (30) yards apart and twenty
(20) yards from the start/finish line. The third barrel will be spaced thirty-five (35) yards
from both the left and right barrels. All three (3) barrels will be placed a safe distance
from the arena fence. If the pattern is too large for a given arena, then it will be reduced
five (5) yards at a time until the pattern fits the arena. Contestants may initially ride to
the left (FIGURE 1) or right (FIGURE 2) barrel and then ride the remainder of the
pattern accordingly. Riders may touch the barrels. However, riders knocking over a
barrel shall carry a five (5) second penalty per barrel. Failure to follow the course shall
cause disqualification.

BARREL RACE HORSE |1 - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 12-14 years
old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and
grade horses over 14.0 hands. The barrel race pattern will consist of three (3) barrels
arranged in a triangle. The left and right barrel will be spaced thirty (30) yards apart and
twenty (20) yards from the start/finish line. The third barrel will be spaced thirty-five
(35) yards from both the left and right barrels. All three (3) barrels will be placed a safe
distance from the arena fence. If the pattern is too large for a given arena, then it will be
reduced five (5) yards at a time until the pattern fits the arena. Contestants may initially
ride to the left or right (FIGURE 2) barrel and then ride the remainder of the pattern
accordingly. Riders may touch the barrels. However, riders knocking over a barrel shall
carry a five (5) second penalty per barrel. Failure to follow the course shall cause
disqualification.

BARREL RACE HORSE I11 - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 15-18 years
old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and
grade horses over 14.0 hands. The barrel race pattern will consist of three (3) barrels
arranged in a triangle. The left and right barrel will be spaced thirty (30) yards apart and
twenty (20) yards from the start/finish line. The third barrel will be spaced thirty-five
(35) yards from both the left and right barrels. All three (3) barrels will be placed a safe
distance from the arena fence. If the pattern is too large for a given arena, then it will be
reduced five (5) yards at a time until the pattern fits the arena. Contestants may initially
ride to the left or right (FIGURE 2) barrel and then ride the remainder of the pattern
accordingly. Riders may touch the barrels. However, riders knocking over a barrel shall
carry a five (5) second penalty per barrel. Failure to follow the course shall cause
disqualification.
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POLE BENDING PONY- JR. RIDER - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 9-13
years old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5).Registered
and grade mares and geldings 14 hands and under. The pole bending pattern will
consist of six (6) poles arranged in a straight line and spaced twenty-one (21) feet apart.
The first pole will be spaced at least twenty-one (21) feet from the start/finish line. All
poles will be placed a safe distance from the arena fence. Contestants may ride initially
to either the left or right (FIGURE 3) of the first pole and follow the remainder of the
pattern accordingly. Riders may touch the poles. However, riders knocking over a pole
shall carry a five (5) second penalty per pole. Failure to follow the course shall cause
disqualification.

POLE BENDING PONY- SR. RIDER - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 14-
18 years old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5).

Registered and grade mares and geldings 14 hands and under. The pole bending
pattern will consist of six (6) poles arranged in a straight line and spaced twenty-one (21)
feet apart. The first pole will be spaced at least twenty-one (21) feet from the start/finish
line. All poles will be placed a safe distance from the arena fence. Contestants may ride
initially to either the left (FIGURE 3) or right (FIGURE 4) of the first pole and follow the
remainder of the pattern accordingly. Riders may touch the poles. However, riders
knocking over a pole shall carry a five (5) second penalty per pole. Failure to follow the
course shall cause disqualification.
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POLE BENDING HORSE 1 - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 9-11 years old
as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and grade
horses over 14.0 hands. The pole bending pattern will consist of six (6) poles arranged in
a straight line and spaced twenty-one (21) feet apart. The first pole will be spaced at least
twenty-one (21) feet from the start/finish line. All poles will be placed a safe distance
from the arena fence. Contestants may initially ride to either the left or right (FIGURE 3)
of the first pole and follow the remainder of the pattern accordingly. Riders may touch
the poles. However, riders knocking over a pole shall carry a five (5) second penalty per
pole. Failure to follow the course shall cause disqualification.

POLE BENDING HORSE 11 - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 12-14 years
old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and
grade horses over 14.0 hands. The pole bending pattern will consist of six (6) poles
arranged in a straight line and spaced twenty-one (21) feet apart. The first pole will be
spaced at least twenty-one (21) feet from the start/finish line. All poles will be placed a
safe distance from the arena fence. Contestants may initially ride to either the left
(FIGURE 3) or right (FIGURE 4) of the first pole and follow the remainder of the pattern
accordingly. Riders may touch the poles. However, riders knocking over a pole shall
carry a five (5) second penalty per pole. Failure to follow the course shall cause
disqualification.

POLE BENDING HORSE 111 - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 15-18 years
old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and
grade horses over 14.0 hands. The pole bending pattern will consist of six (6) poles
arranged in a straight line and spaced twenty-one (21) feet apart. The first pole will be
spaced at least twenty-one (21) feet from the start/finish line. All poles will be placed a
safe distance from the arena fence. Contestants may initially ride to either the left or
right (FIGURE 3) of the first pole and follow the remainder of the pattern accordingly.
Riders may touch the poles. However, riders knocking over a pole shall carry a five (5)
second penalty per pole. Failure to follow the course shall cause disqualification.
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STAKE RACE PONY - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 9-18 years old as of
January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Registered and grade
mares and geldings 14 hands and under. See Figure 4 for example Stake Race pattern.
The start and finish line is 20 feet wide and marked by two upright markers 10 feet on
each side of the center line and short enough so as to not interfere with the timer. Short
pylons or cones are recommended. The first and second poles marking the center line are
each 40 feet from the start and finish line, marking them a total of 80 feet apart. The
contestant is allowed a running start and may begin his run from either the left or right
side of the first pole. Start by crossing the center line between the upright markers, turn
around the second pole, cross over the center line again between the markers, then around
the first pole and run back across the finish line. Failure of a contestant to cross the start
and finish line between the markers shall result in no time. Failure of contestant to cross
over the center line between the markers before turning the second pole and cross back
over the center line after turning the second pole, shall result in no time. If an upright
marker or pole is knocked down, it shall result in a no time. All ponies must start from the

same end of the arena.

STAKE RACE HORSE | - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 9-11 years old as
of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). See Figure 4 for example
Stake Race pattern. Registered and grade horses over 14.0 hands. The start and finish
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line is 20 feet wide and marked by two upright markers 10 feet on each side of the center
line and short enough so as to not interfere with the timer. Short pylons or cones are
recommended. The first and second poles marking the center line are each 40 feet from
the start and finish line, marking them a total of 80 feet apart. The contestant is allowed a
running start and may begin his run from either the left or right side of the first pole. Start
by crossing the center line between the upright markers, turn around the second pole,
cross over the center line again between the markers, then around the first pole and run
back across the finish line. Failure of a contestant to cross the start and finish line
between the markers shall result in no time. Failure of contestant to cross over the center
line between the markers before turning the second pole and cross back over the center
line after turning the second pole, shall result in no time. If an upright marker or pole is
knocked down, it shall result in a no time. All horses must start from the same end of the
arena.

STAKE RACE HORSE 11 - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 12-14 years old
as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). See Figure 4 for
example Stake Race pattern. Registered and grade horses over 14.0 hands. The start and
finish line is 20 feet wide and marked by two upright markers 10 feet on each side of the
center line and short enough so as to not interfere with the timer. Short pylons or cones are
recommended. The first and second poles marking the center line are each 40 feet from
the start and finish line, marking them a total of 80 feet apart. The contestant is allowed a
running start and may begin his run from either the left or right side of the first pole. Start
by crossing the center line between the upright markers, turn around the second pole,
cross over the center line again between the markers, then around the first pole and run
back across the finish line. Failure of a contestant to cross the start and finish line
between the markers shall result in no time. Failure of contestant to cross over the center
line between the markers before turning the second pole and cross back over the center
line after turning the second pole, shall result in no time. If an upright marker or pole is
knocked down, it shall result in a no time. All horses must start from the same end of the
arena.

STAKE RACE HORSE |11 - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 15-18 years old
as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). See Figure 4 for
example Stake Race pattern. Registered and grade horses over 14.0 hands. The start and
finish line is 20 feet wide and marked by two upright markers 10 feet on each side of the
center line and short enough so as to not interfere with the timer. Short pylons or cones are
recommended. The first and second poles marking the center line are each 40 feet from
the start and finish line, marking them a total of 80 feet apart. The contestant is allowed a
running start and may begin his run from either the left or right side of the first pole. Start
by crossing the center line between the upright markers, turn around the second pole,
cross over the center line again between the markers, then around the first pole and run
back across the finish line. Failure of a contestant to cross the start and finish line
between the markers shall result in no time. Failure of contestant to cross over the center
line between the markers before turning the second pole and cross back over the center
line after turning the second pole, shall result in no time. If an upright marker or pole is

WC-11



knocked down, it shall result in a no time. All horses must start from the same end of the
arena.

Figure 4
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SHOWMANSHIP I (Contest Only) - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 9-11
years old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Class
judged on appointments, fitting and grooming and method of showing (See Standards for
Showmanship). Contest exhibitors can not cross-enter in Showmanship I1.

SHOWMANSHIP 11 (Contest Only) - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 12-14
years old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Class
judged on appointments, fitting and grooming and method of showing (See Standards for
Showmanship). Contest exhibitors can not cross-enter in Showmanship 1.

SHOWMANSHIP 111 (Contest Only) - Exhibitors must be between the ages of 15-18
years old as of January 1 of the current year (see General Rules Page 5). Class
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judged on appointments, fitting and grooming and method of showing (See Standards for
Showmanship). Contest exhibitors can not cross-enter in Showmanship Ill.
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