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       21 January 1997 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Members University Senate 

 

FROM: University Senate Council 

 

RE: AGENDA ITEM:  University Senate Meeting, Monday, February 

10, 1997.  Proposal to merge the Departments of Engineering 

Mechanics and Mechanical Engineering into one unit - Mechanical 

Engineering.  If approved, the proposal will be forwarded to the 

administration for appropriate action. 

 

Proposal 

It is proposed to merge the Department of Engineering Mechanics into the 

Department of Mechanical Engineering. 

 

Rationale 

A merger of the Departments of Engineering Mechanics with Mechanical Engineering 

has been discussed periodically for well over a decade.  Significant changes in 

engineering education and research nationally , substantial budget cuts sustained by the 

College during 1991 and 92,  significant enrollment increases, reduction in faculty size in 

engineering mechanics, and accreditation actions regarding materials science make this 

an appropriate time to concentrate budgetary resources and personnel in the College of 

Engineering by merging the Department of Engineering Mechanics with the Department 

of Mechanical Engineering.  There has been a significant and long-standing association of 

faculty in both units in research and instructional endeavors. The combination of these 

two departments and the suspension of the engineering mechanics degree programs [in 

progress], affords the University with an opportunity to strengthen its academic and 

research programs in mechanical engineering.  
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Merger proposals between Mechanical Engineering and Engineering Mechanics were first 

brought to the College faculty in 1992.  In 1993, faculty voted down the merger proposal 

and the idea was dropped.  Various faculty retirements in Engineering Mechanics and 

issues regarding materials sciences prompted the Dean’s appointment of an ad hoc 

committee in 1995 to study the feasibility of combining the Departments of Civil 

Engineering and Engineering Mechanics.  A secret ballot by faculty in the two units failed 

to gather the necessary two-thirds support in both units.  A final and successful effort at 

merger was stimulated  by the arrival of a new chair in the Department of Mechanical 

Engineering, Dr. Ram Shah, who is well versed in the manner in which engineering 

mechanics is administered at Stanford University.  An ad hoc committee of faculty was 

formed from both departments to study the merger questions again, and to study the 

Stanford alignment as a potential model for the University.  The new merger proposal 

was approved in March, 1996 by a sizable majority of the faculty of both units and of the 

entire College.  The Dean has agreed to assure the faculty of the departments involved 

that the proposal would be implemented as described in the document and that the 

additional resources described would be provided 

 

The proposal has been approved by both the Senate Academic Organization and Structure 

Committee and the Senate Council. 
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