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A-H 624 section 001  

Theory and Methods: Kant and Hegel on Art and Culture 
 
Wednesday 5:00 – 7:30 pm 

Fine Arts 308A 

 

Prof. Anna Brzyski 

Office Hours: W 2:00-4:00 pm and by appointment 

Phone: 859 388-9899 (no calls after 10:00 pm) 

E-mail: anna.brzyski@uky.edu 

Course website: https://www.uky.edu/~abrzy2/ 

 
Course Description: 
 
The ideas developed by Immanuel Kant and G.W.F. Hegel continue to affect how we think about art. 
This reading and writing intense seminar will engage in a comparative and contextual explorations 
of Kant’s and Hegel’s key texts dealing with fine arts and, more broadly, culture. Among others, we 
will read and discuss Kant’s essay on the beautiful and sublime, his writings on anthropology, and 
his Critique of Judgment. We will also read Hegel’s Aesthetic Lectures, considering Hegel’s 
relationship to Kant’s work and his departure and modification of the Kantian aesthetic system. The 
seminar will consider the two philosopher’s ideas within the larger context of the Enlightenment 
and Romanticism, as well as the emergence of the sister disciplines of art history and anthropology. 

This is a writing and reading intensive seminar for graduate students. Although the course has no 
prerequisites, it assumes basic knowledge of the 18th century European art and history and general 
familiarity with European aesthetics.  

Learning Outcomes: 

In order to pass the course, the students are expected to demonstrate: 

1. Active engagement with the writings and ideas of Kant and Hegel through participation in 
the seminar discussions 

2. Ability to lead a class discussion of the assigned material 
3. Understanding of the concepts presented in the writings of the two philosophers 
4. Ability to engaged theoretical texts in a critical and thoughtful manner 
5. Sophisticated understanding of the historic and cultural context in which Kant’s and Hegel’s 

works were produced and received 
6. Ability to conduct independent research and present research outcomes as a coherent 

argument through a power point presentation and a major research paper  
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Students’ Responsibilities: 
 
Attendance:  
Attendance is mandatory. Every absence will be noted and will reflect on the final grade. 
 
Excused absence 
The following are acceptable reasons for class absence: 
1. Illness of the student or serious illness of a member of the student's immediate family 
2. Death of a member of the student's immediate family 
3. Trips for members of student organizations sponsored by an academic unit, trips for University 
classes, and trips for participation in intercollegiate athletic events 
1. Major religious holidays (prior notification required) 
2. Any other circumstance which the instructor finds reasonable cause for nonattendance 
 
Verification of absences 
In absences related to illness, death or travel, an instructor will require verification such as a 
written doctor's excuse, a death notice from a newspaper or formal notification from University 
personnel documenting participation in a trip. 
When feasible, students should notify their instructors prior to the occurrence of an absence. If 
prior notification is impossible, students have one week from the time of the excused absence to 
notify instructors. 

Engaged Participation:  
Students must come to class prepared and must regularly and meaningfully contribute to the class 
discussion. Failure to do so will result in a failing grade, no matter how brilliant the final term paper 
may be. 
 
Leading Discussion 
Teams of two graduate students will be required to lead class discussion during the assigned period  
 
Final Presentation: 
Required for all graduate students; elective for undergraduates. 
20 minute coherent Power Point presentation on the research project 
 
Term Paper: 
Graduate students: 6000-8000 words,  including notes, but excluding bibliography. 
The paper topic must be discussed with the instructor and officially approved. 
Format: double-spaced, 1 inch margins, font 12 points 
Notes and bibliography format: Chicago Manual of Style 
 
Academic Integrity 

Academic Integrity Part II of Student Rights and Responsibilities (available online at 
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/ part2.html) states that all academic work, written or 
otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is expected to 
be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where students feel unsure 
about a question of plagiarism involving their work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on 
the matter before submission.  

Policy on Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities 
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If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me as soon 
as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this course, you 
must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, 
Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email address jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus 
disability services available to students with disabilities. 
 
 
Final Grade: 
A is for excellent work. This means mastery of the course material, excellence in execution and 
expression of various assignments (all completed conscientiously, skillfully, and on time), perfect 
attendance (no unexcused absences), and consistency in class participation and preparedness.  
B is for good work. This means demonstrating good knowledge of the course material, completing 
all assignments proficiently, on time, and well above average, and consistent attendance, active 
class participation and good preparedness. 
C is for average work. This means demonstrating basic knowledge of the course material; 
assignments are decently done; most work is finished, classes have been attended. 
E is for failing work. This means poor attendance (3 or more unexcused absences), very poor work, 
being routinely unprepared, non-participation in class, missing the field-trips, or blatant plagiarism. 
(Guidelines adopted from a syllabus developed by Suketu Bhavsar for the UK Honors Proseminar) 

 
This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor to accommodate 

instructional and/or student needs. All changes will be posted on the course website. The 
course website offers the most accurate and most current information. 

 

Schedule of Readings: 

Week 1  January 11-15 
Introduction 
 
Week 2 January 18-22 
Kant’s “What is Enlightenment?” (1783) 
Asmus Jacob Carstens, “Letter to Karl Friedrich von Heinitz” (1796) 
Roger Scruton, Kant: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford UP, 2001. 
 
Week 3 January 25-29 
Kant’s “Observations on the Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime” (1764) 
Recommended: Edmund Burke’s “Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of our Ideas of the Sublime 
and Beautiful” (1757). 
 
Week 4 February 1-5 
Kant’s “Anthropology from a Pragmatic Point of View” (1772-1798), excerpts 
John H. Zammito, Kant, Herder and the Birth of Anthropology. 221-307 Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 2002. 
 
Week 5 February 8-12  
Kant’s Critique of Judgment  (1790); Preface & Introduction 
 
Week 6 February 15-19 
Kant’s Critique of Judgment  (1790): paragraphs 1-22  
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Week 7 February 22-26 
Kant’s Critique of Judgment  (1790): paragraphs 23-42 
 
Week 8 March 1-5 
Kant’s Critique of Judgment  (1790): paragraphs 42-60 
 
Week 9 March 8-12 
Peter Singer. Hegel: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford UP, 2001  
Hegel’s “Lectures on the Philosophy of World History” (1822-1830) 
 
 
Week 10 March 15-19  
SPRING BREAK 
 
Week 11 March 22-26 
Hegel’s “Introductory Lectures on Aesthetics” (1820s), ix-46 
 
Week 12 March 29 – April 2 
Hegel’s “Introductory Lectures on Aesthetics” (1820s), 46-97 
 
Week 13 April 5-9 
General discussion 
 
Week 14 April 12-16 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Week 15 April19-23 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Week 16 April 26-30 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
FINAL PAPER DUE: MONDAY, MAY 2 BY 3:00 PM   
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