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CLA 525: The Latin Literature of the Empire
SAMPLE SYLLABUS
The Odes of Horace
Textbooks
D.H. Garrison (ed.), Horace: Odes and Epodes (University of Oklahoma Press, 1991),
ISBN 0-8061-3057-1; J.W. Halporn et alii, The Meters of Greek and Latin Poetry
(Hackett Publishing Co., 1980), ISBN 0-87220-243-7.

The Substance of the Course
We shall begin with Diffugere nives (Odes IV.7), regarded by A.E. Housman as “the
most beautiful poem in ancient literature,” and Nunc est bibendum (Odes I.37), which
concludes with Horace’s poetic salute to the last of the Ptolemies. After that, we shall
read a broad selection of Odes that will include additional springtime poems, the Odes
that show the palpable influence of the Greek lyric poet Alcaeus, and all the Odes that are
listed in the Advanced Placement syllabus for Latin Literature. Our intellectual and
aesthetic interests will encompass a wide range of topics: form, theme, syntax, diction,
prosody, imagery, historical context, and Hellenic influence.
Your responsibilities in our joint endeavor will be:
1. To be prepared to read Horace’s Odes aloud in Latin, to translate them into
English, and to recite from memory Odes IV.7 and the first stanza of I.37.
Specific details on fulfilling this assignment will be forthcoming on a separate
sheet.
2. To be prepared to comment thoughtfully in class on the Odes from the perspective
of the topics listed above.
3. To keep the Latin text you use for class recitation completely free from lexical,
morphological, and syntactical notes.
4. To attend class regularly and, should special circumstances force you to be absent,
to inform me of the reason.
5. If you are a graduate student, to carry out the following additional assignments:
a. Read and write a translation examination on Odes III.1-6.
b. Recite from memory Odes III.30 (Exegi monumentum).
Specific details on fulfilling these assignments will be forthcoming on a separate
sheet.

Examinations and Grading
You will be expected to write two (mutually exclusive) examinations, one at mid-term
and the other at the end of the course. These examinations will involve translation and
scansion.
Course grades will be determined as follows:
1. For undergraduates: class recitation, 50%; examination performance, 50%.
2. For graduate students: class recitation, 40%; examination performance, 40%;
performance on additional assignment, 20%.
3. To be otherwise eligible to receive an A in the course, graduate students must earn a
grade of at least B on the additional assignments.
Both the grades for assignments in this course and the final grade for the course will be
awarded according to the College of Arts & Sciences "straight letter" system (no +/-).
Letter grades will be used which correspond to the standard 4-point scale:
A = 4.0
B = 3.0
C = 2.0
D = 1.0
The "threshold" for the final grades for the course will be in this same scale (e.g., a final
average from 2.0 to 2.99 will result in a C for the course). The threshold for an A will be
3.7 (i.e., a final average from 3.7 to 4.0 will result in an A for the course; and average of
3.69 will result in a B).
NOTE: Per Graduate School regulations, the grade of D is not availasble as a final
grade for graduate students in this course. GRADUATE STUDENTS WITH LESS
THAN A 2.0 FINAL AVERAGE WILL RECEIVE AN E.
Per University regulations, students will receive notification, before the midterm
withdrawal date, of their grade in the course up to that point.
Per university regulations, undergraduates will receive a midterm grade report before the
midterm withdrawal date.

Make Ups
If an exam or major assignment is missed due to a reason listed in Student Rights and
Responsibilities 5.2.4.2, the student will be given a chance to make up the exam or
submit the assignment after the due date, upon consultation with the instructor and, where
applicable, submission of appropriate documentation for the absence. Other extenuating
circumstances MAY be considered; it is always wise to consult the instructor in such
cases.

Academic Honesty and Integrity
Just as in Medicine, Law, etc., the Academic profession operates by its own standards
and rules of ethics and conduct. These entail, among other things, a degree of respect for
one's colleagues and, above all, the honest representation of one's own work.
Unfortunately, cheating and plagiarism have become rapidly growing problems on
campuses across the country and at UK. Be aware that this University and this Instructor
take cases of academic dishonesty with the utmost seriousness. It is very important that
you read the policies concerning cheating and plagiarism in Student Rights and
Responsibilities carefully. If you have any doubts or questions whatsoever as to whether
something can be construed as dishonest, do not guess; ASK. Students have sadly
committed acts of dishonesty through simple ignorance. Appropriate action will be taken
against cases of dishonesty according to the specified procedures.

COURSE SCHEDULE
For the first half of the course (up to the first exam on Oct 18th), we will spend a
week (T&R) on each poem. We will read fewer poems and spend more time on each
because of the amount of time we will devote to mastering Horace's meters and becoming
familiar with his poetic style. The second half of the course (after the exam) we will study
one poem per session (i.e., 2 poems per week).
The order in which we read the Odes is determined exclusively by aesthetic and
thematic concerns, and not in the order in which they were published. Prominent
thematic concerns include: Horace's Debt to Alcaeus and Aeolic Lyric, Horace and the
Ship of State, Horace and Springtide, Horace's Response to Existential Despair.
Aug 25 - Mutual introductions and run-through of syllabus and requirements
30 & Sep 1- 4.7 (Diffugere nives)
Sep 6 & 8 - 1.37 (Nunc est bibendum)
13 & 15 - 1.14 (O navis)
20 & 22 - 1.9 (Vides ut alta)
27 & 29 - 1.10 (Mercuri, facunde nepos)
Oct 4 & 6 - 1.18 (Nullam, Vare)
11 & 13 - 2.7 (O saepe mecum)
18 - [Tues.] EXAM 1
---------------------------------------------------------20 - [Thurs.] 1.1 (Maecenas)

25 - 1.32 (Poscimur)
27 - 2.13 (Ille et nefasto)
Nov 1 - 3.30 (Exegi monumentum)
3 - 1.22 (Integer vitae)
8 - 1.5 (Quis multa)
10 - 1.34 (Parcus deorum)
15 - 3.26 (Vixi puellis)
17 - 4.1 (Intermissa Venus)
22 - 1.4 (Solvitur acris)
24 - 1.11 (Carpe diem)
29 - 2.3 (Aequam momento)
Dec 1 - 2.14 (Eheu fugaces)
6 - 4.12 (Iam veris)
8 - 3.13 (O fons Bandusiae)

12 - FINAL EXAM

