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CLA 625: Seminar in the Latin Literature of the Empire
SAMPLE SYLLABUS
Virgil's Aeneid
We shall all read Aeneid I, II, IV, X, and XII. Our principal narrative concerns
will be Aeneas and Dido and Aeneas in combat. Our interpretive and aesthetic interests
will encompass a broad range of topics: form, theme, characterization, syntax, diction,
prosody, imagery, historical context, and Hellenic influence. We shall also examine
several examples of Augustan sculpture in connection with our aesthetic and historical
interests.

Your responsibilities in our joint endeavor will be:
1. To be prepared to scan, to read aloud in Latin, and to translate into English the
assigned readings.
2. To be prepared to comment thoughtfully on the literary features of the poetry that we
read.
3. To memorize and be prepared to both recite and write out in Latin the opening 33
verses of the Aeneid.
4. To keep the Latin text you use in class completely free from lexical and grammatical
notes.
5. To attend class regularly and to inform me of any special circumstances that may
force you to be absent.
6. To write two (mutually exclusive) examinations, one at mid-term and the other at the
end of the course. (These examinations will involve translation, scansion, and syntax.)
7. To write a seminar paper, due before taking the final exam, on a mutually agreeable
topic.

Course grades will be determined as follows:
Class performance, 35%; performance on the two common examinations, 35%;
memorization performance, 10%; seminar paper, 20%. To be eligible for a course grade
of A, you must earn a grade of at least B on your seminar paper.
All grades for this course will be assigned according to the Graduate School grading
system, i.e. letters only (A, B, C, no +/-, the grade of D is not available to graduate
students).

