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JPN/ANT 321  Introduction to Japanese Culture: Meiji to Present 

Tuesday and Thursday 12:30-1:45   

CB 246 

 

Instructor: Masamichi S. Inoue, Ph.D. 

Patterson Office Tower 975 

Office Hours: Tuesday 11-12, Thursday 11-12 (prior appointments are not required);  

The instructor will be available also by appointment. 

Telephone: 257-7024  Email: msinoue@uky.edu 

(Preferred method of contact: Email) 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

1) Overview of the Course 

 

In this course, students will be introduced to various threads in the general fabric of 

modern (from the Meiji Restoration of 1868 to the present) Japanese ―culture,‖ defined 

here broadly as changing systems of meaning and power.  Students will explore ideas and 

thoughts, behaviors, material objects, visual arts, literatures, movies, sports, and anime, 

among others, in modern Japan and examine how these cultural practices have been 

expressed within changing political, economic, and social contexts.  Special attention will 

be paid to the multitude of lived realities of the Japanese in changing historical contexts, 

as well as the transnational relations of power and history – for instance, Japanese 

colonialism in Asia since the Meiji period, and Japan under U.S. occupation between 

1945 and 1952 – in which such realities were articulated.  The multitude of lived realities, 

in turn, will be placed in critical conversation with some of the basic theoretical questions 

of contemporary cultural studies concerning power, culture, and history.   

 

2) Student Learning Outcomes 

 

By completing this course, students will become able to: 

1) Recognize historical and cultural differences – as well as overlapping resemblances – 

between Japan and the U.S. as manifested in ideas and thoughts, behaviors, material 

objects, visual arts, literatures, movies, sports, and anime, among others;  

2) Understand how these differences and resemblances shaped a complex configuration 

of truth, justice, and beauty across and within cultures; and   

3) Analyze ethical dilemmas, social tensions, and economic conflicts as they pertain to 

the problems of culture, power, and history.   

 

 

3) Course Objectives 

 

This course will aim to address the multitude of lived realities of the Japanese in 

changing historical contexts, while placing this multitude in critical conversation with the 

theoretical questions of contemporary cultural studies.  In other words, this course is 

designed so that students’ engagement in empirical realities of Japan will serve as a 
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balancing wheel to their critical theoretical inquiry.  In the process, this course will help 

students challenge and complicate received images of Japanese culture as an assemblage 

of ―exotic‖ traditions and values untouched by power and history.   

 

4) Outline of the Content 

 

Topics include: nation-building, Japan and the West, Japan and Asia (for the Meiji period 

1868-1912); gender construction and class formation, urbanization and mass culture (for 

the Taisho period 1912-1926); and Japanese colonialism, WWII, A-bomb, the U.S. 

occupation, postwar recovery, popular culture, and globalization (for the Showa period 

1926-1989, and the Heisei period 1989-present).   

 

5) Required Readings 

 

(1) Gordon, Andrew. 2003.  A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the 

Present.  New York: Oxford University Press.  Available at UK Bookstore. 

(2) E-reserve.   

(3) Course Pack:  Available at Johnny Print on S. Limestone St. 

 

6) Grading Procedures 

 

* Your course grade will be based on the following scale:  A (distinguished) = 90- 100, B 

(better than average) = 80-89.9, C (average) = 70-79.9, D = (below average) = 60-69.9, 

and E (poor) = below 59.9. 

 

* The workload will be 10-55 pages of reading per class (approximately 25 pages on 

average), plus the following assignments:  

 Midterm        20% 

 Final (not cumulative)      20% 

 Paper (7-9 pages, typed, double-spaced)   25% 

 Annotated Bibliography (2 pages, typed, single-spaced)  10% 

 In-Class Written Responses (―three minutes quizzes‖) 25% 

 

* As a way to take attendance, I will give you 10 (plus/minus 2) ―three-minute quizzes‖ 

throughout the semester.  Typically, towards the end of class, students will be asked, for 

instance, to provide their reactions to the reading assignments, lecture, small group 

discussion, general class discussion, and/or the video footage of the day.  You will be 

also asked to answer specific dates, facts, and names based on the reading assignments.  I 

value interactions in class and encourage all of you speak up in reference to the readings 

and discussions.  I am aware, however that not everyone may be equally comfortable 

speaking in class, and I judge this component of ―engagement in the class‖ also through 

your entries in the quizzes.  One quiz score—the lowest—will be dropped from the final 

score. 

 

* The paper topics will be announced early in the semester.  Your paper project consists 

of two processes.  First, you must submit a 2-page, single-spaced annotated bibliography 
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of resources (books, articles, and documents) relevant to your topic.  The annotated 

bibliography is due on February 15.  Second, you must write a paper by using at least 5 

resources included in your annotated bibliography.  Paper due date is April 19.   

 

I will be happy to read and comment on your paper drafts.  Give me at least three days to 

respond.    

 

* Make sure to read what is assigned before coming to class.  Lectures will build on, 

rather than duplicate, the readings. 

 

* Undergraduate students will be provided with a Midterm Evaluation (by the midterm 

date) of course performance based on criteria in this syllabus. 

 

7) Course Policies 

 

* If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see 

me as soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive 

accommodations in this course, you must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation 

from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email address 

jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability services available to 

students with disabilities. 

 

* To be considered excused from a missed class (and for a late paper/quiz to be accepted 

or to make up an exam), written, official documentation must be provided that shows the 

absence was a direct result of one of the following causes  (These policies are spelled out 

in Student Rights and Responsibilities, especially section 5.2.4.2.): 

A. Significant illness of the student or serious illness of a member of the student’s 

household (permanent or campus) or immediate family.  

B. The death of a member of the student’s household (permanent or campus) or 

immediate family.  

C. Trips for members of student organizations sponsored by an academic unit‚ trips 

for University classes‚ and trips for participation in intercollegiate athletic events.  

D. Major Religious Holidays.  

E. Any other circumstances which the instructor finds reasonable cause for 

nonattendance.  

* This course, along with other courses at UK, honors academic integrity.  Cheating and 

plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Decorum and civility must be maintained in classroom. 

 

 

8) Schedule 

 

Week 1 January 11  Introduction  
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Week 2 January 16  Tokugawa Japan in the World 

     * Gordon 9-19, 46-59 

  January 18  Meiji Period 1868-1912 (1): The ―Restoration‖ of  

     Imperial Rule 

     * Gordon 60-76                        

 

Week 3 January 23  Meiji Period 1868-1912 (2): Participation and  

     Protest 

     * Gordon 77-93         

  January 25  Meiji Period 1868-1912 (3): Political, Social, and  

     Economic Transformation     

     * Gordon 94-114 

 

Week 4 January 30  Meiji Period 1868-1912 (4): The    

     Invention/Discovery of a New Language, New  

     Literatures, and New Sensibilities 

     * Futabatei (59-69) – E-reserve 

     * Higuchi (70-86) – E-reserve 

     * Natsume (124-133) – E-reserve 

     * Mori (8-24) – E-reserve 

  February 1  Meiji Period 1868-1912 (5): Building an Empire 

     * Gordon 115-138    

 

Week 5 February 6  Taisho Period 1912-1926 (1): Plights of   

     Development, Dreams of a Better Life 

     *Gordon 139-160 

  February 8  Taisho Period 1912-1926 (2): The Debate over 

      ―New Women‖ 

     * Edogawa (3-23) – E-reserve 

     * Mizoguchi Kenji, Osaka Elegy (in-class viewing) 

 

Week 6 February 13  From Taisho to Showa: Democracy and Empire  

     between the World Wars 

     * Kita Ikki – E-reserve 

  February 15  Annotated Bibliography Due Date 

Early Showa Period 1926-1945 (1): Justification for 

 the War 

     * Gordon 161-181 

 

Week 7 February 20  Early Showa Period 1926-1945 (2): The 15-Year  

     War with China 

     * Gordon 182-203 

February 22  Early Showa Period 1926-1945 (3): Japan and the  

    U.S. – Pearl Harbor, Okinawa, and A-Bomb 

     * Gordon 204-225 
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Week 8 February 27  Review for the midterm exam 

  March 1  Midterm Exam 

 

Week 9 March 6  Interlude: Problems of Representation of Japan –  

     Orientalism, then 

     * Hearn (26-36) – E-reserve 

  March 8  Interlude: Problems of Representation of Japan –  

     Orientalism, now 

       * Burrss (41-50) – E-reserve  

 

Week 10 March 13  Spring Break 

  March 15  Spring Break 

 

Week 11 March 20  Embracing Defeat 1945-1952 (1): Engineering  

     Postwar Japan 

     * Gordon 226-243 

  March 22  Embracing Defeat 1945-1952 (2):  Cultural   

     Struggles 

     * Dower (121-167) – E-reserve   

   

Week 12 March 27  Embracing Defeat 1945-1952 (3):  Tokyo Tribunal 

     * Dower (443-484) – course pack   

  March 29  Postwar Recovery, and then…: The 1950s 

     * Gordon 245-269 

     * Ozu Yasujiro, Tokyo Monogatari (in-class   

     viewing) 

 

Week 13 April 3   Political and Cultural Configurations of the High- 

     Growth Era: The 1960s and 1970s (1) –   

     Remembering and Forgetting   

     * Gordon 270-290 

  April 5   Political and Cultural Configurations of the High- 

     Growth Era: The 1960s and 1970s (2) – Japanese  

     anime 

     * Schodt (68-105) – course pack   

      

Week 14 April 10  Political and Cultural Configurations of the High- 

     Growth Era: The 1960s and 1970s (3) – Sports,  

     Songs, and Celebrities 

     * Kawabata (40-75) – course pack 

  April 12  Appropriating Affluence, Resisting Power:   

     Exploring Japan in the 1980s from the perspective  

     of Motorcycle Gangs 

     * Gordon 291-309 
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Week 15 April 17  Japan in the Age of Globalization:  The 1990s and  

     beyond (1) – Thinking the Oumu Shinrikyo Cult  

     Incident 

     * Castells (68-72, 84-109) - E-reserve 

  April 19  Paper Due Date 

Japan in the Age of Globalization: The 1990s and  

 beyond – Japanese Family; what has changed and  

 what has remained unchanged? 

     * Gordon 310-332 

 

Week 16 April 24  Concluding Thoughts   

  April 26  Review for the Final 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

May 1   Final Exam: 1 pm – 3 pm, CB 246  
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