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Department of Theatre 
TAD 143 • Jazz Dance 
 
Professor:  TBA    Office: TBA 
   Office #: 257-TBA  Office Hours: TBA or by appointment 
   Email: TBA     
 
Course Meeting Times:  TBA 
 
Course Description: 
An introduction to the style, technique, and rhythmic structures of jazz dance, with an emphasis 
on increasing movement capabilities and personal expression. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 1. To develop a greater appreciation of jazz dance as an art form and its relationship  
  to sports and the arts through discussion and attendance of dance   
  performances. 
 2.  To gain knowledge of the history and philosophies of Jazz dance, particularly the  
  impact  of diverse ethnic groups, societies, and historical    
  periods on the formation of modern dance. 
 3.  To understand basic choreographic principles and forms of jazz dance 
 4.  To apply knowledge to form educated opinions of jazz dance performance, jazz  
  dance theory and jazz dance technique. 
 5.  To develop an understanding of the body to aid in greater strength, technique,  
  control, and coordination and how it moves through space and time with  
  focused and directed energy. 
 6.  To gain a basic understanding of improvisation in an environment that   
  articulates rhythm, movement, and interpersonal experiences. 
 7.  To be able to create jazz dance sequences and develop movement vocabulary to  
  aid in self-expression and discovery 
 
Course Goals/Objectives: 
To the degree appropriate for the beginning level of jazz dance training, students in this 
course will learn to: 

1. Move contra-laterally during locomotion (left/right halves in opposition). 
2. Grasp and retain sequences of simple exercises and combinations. 
3. Breathe appropriately and as needed while moving. 
4. Anticipate the beat when required. 
5. Maintain energy/endurance throughout each combination and a full class. 
6. Demonstrate commitment/responsibility as appropriate in and out of class. 
7. Demonstrate awareness and attention to studio/classroom procedures. 
8. Demonstrate dynamic alignment appropriate to exercises/combinations in the 
class and involving awareness of center. 
9. Move on the beat when required. 
10. Show appropriate use of the legs as called for in an exercise/combination. 
11. Show appropriate use of the feet as called for in an exercise/combination. 
12. Show command of skills involving initiation of movement. 
13. Show command of skills involving weight shift. 



14. Avoid extraneous tension in performing simple movements such as walks, 
skips, etc. 
15. Fulfill the time/counts given for each part of the movement. 
16. Demonstrate attributes of/qualities in movement as specified. 
17. Demonstrate clarity of body line in simple movement combinations. 
18. Demonstrate clarity of spatial direction in simple movement combinations. 
19. Perform set movement with confidence/full engagement. 
20. Respond spontaneously and imaginatively to improvisational prompts, with 
confidence, full engagement, and some degree of invention and/or demonstrate 
creative spontaneity within a given technique. 

 
Topical Outline: 

Class will be divided into three basic sections; warm-up/stretch, across the floor, 
and a combination.  Warm-up exercises and combinations will remain fairly 
consistent over the course of the semester and increase in difficulty as the class 
progresses. Other exercises and combinations will develop over the course of the 
semester in length, speed, and in rhythmic and qualitative complexity so as to 
practice the integration of skills inherent to the achievement of learning goals. 
The first few weeks we will work through learning warm-up exercises, body 
placement, basic jazz steps and moving through the space. 

 
Teaching Strategies: 
To enable student achievement of the learning goals, I will: 

1. Demonstrate, explain, analyze and lead explorations of movement exercises 
and combinations designed specifically to develop the skills required for 
achievement of learning goals. 
2. Observe your daily work in class and (a) orally assess your achievement of 
learning goals and b) make recommendations for improvement in achieving 
learning goals*. 
3. Provide a written assessment on the Dance Technique Feedback sheet of your 
achievement at mid-term and provide a letter grade assessment at the end of the 
semester. 
4. Provide opportunities for individual appointments in which we may discuss 
your learning efforts. 
5. Provide opportunities for you to watch yourself on video to enhance your 
kinesthetic sense and self- assessment. 

*not every student will receive individual feedback during each class, but all students will 
receive individual feedback regularly throughout the course of the semester. 
 
Evaluation Methods and Guidelines for Assignments: 
To succeed in this class, you will need to: 

1. Attend to movement material presented, as well as to explanations and analyses 
of its specific components. 
2. Listen carefully to and apply all corrections and recommendations given to any 
student for improvement that I provide in class. 
3. Learn the movement material as quickly as you can through observation and 



practice. 
4. Execute the movement material as accurately as possible and with full body 
engagement each time you are called upon to do so. 

Grading: 
Grading Scale 
97-100 A+ 87-89 B+ 77-79 C+ 67-69 D+ 60 and below F 
93-96 A 83-86 B 73-76 C 63-66 D 
90-92 A- 80-81 B- 70-72 C- 60-62 D 
Your grade will be calculated using the following formula: 
 
Midterm Grading Policy: 
Students' progress will be assessed halfway through the semester based upon the Feedback 
Sheet and  class attendance. In accordance with University policy, these Midterm grades will 
be accessible online via the MyUK web portal by the Midterm date. 
 
There is not a traditional Final Exam in this course. Your grade is based on the following: 
 
1. TECHNIQUE FEEDBACK SHEETS will be used as a tool to assess 60% of your 
grade 
2. Written self reflection will contribute 25% of your grade (well thought out and typed) 
3. Class participation and professionalism will contribute 15% of your grade 
4. ATTENDANCE—1/3 letter grade subtracted for every unexcused absence beyond the 
allowance for this course. (See Absences and Grades below for allowed absences and 
policy for make-up class. Excessive unexcused absences will result in being dropped 
from the course. 
 
Attendance, Lateness, and Make-Up Policy: 
1. You are allowed TWO absences (excused or unexcused), after which your grade will 
be lowered by 1/3 of a letter grade (for example an A becomes an A- etc.) Each 
additional absence will lower your grade by another 1/3. 
2. An 80% participation rate in technique classes meeting twice per week is required in 
order to receive credit. When injured or ill, but not contagious, you may sit, watch a 
class, and record observations to hand in at the end of the class period and still be counted 
present. ONLY TWO OBSERVATION DAYS ARE ALLOWED. Each observation 
over the permissible two will equal an absence. Speak with the instructor first for 
guidance in your observation and note taking.  Observation days do not count as dancing. 
3. Students are expected to be on time, dressed and ready for class, and to stay for the 
duration of the class. Entering the studio five minutes after class has begun constitutes a 
late arrival. Students who arrive 10 minutes after class has begun should sit out and 
watch. Three late arrivals or early departures will equal one absence. You are 
responsible for telling the instructor after class to change attendance from absent to tardy. 
4. Serious illnesses and injuries will be handled on an individual basis. In such cases, it is 
the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor in order to make appropriate 
arrangements. 
*Also, with an injury, you will need to present to instructor in writing a doctor’s or 
therapist’s note on injury and a detailed outline of the combinations in this course that 
you will be able to participate in some way. If combinations need to be altered or 



modified, how these actions will be done and what additional work or therapy you are 
engaging in outside of class to treat your injury. This needs to be given to instructor as 
soon as possible – not a week after injury. 
5. You may make up ONE absence by attending another technique class. Be sure to 
receive permission from the instructor before attending. 
*Please notify instructor in writing about your faith based Religious Observances by THE 
SECOND WEEK OF THE SEMESTER. Religious Observances will not be counted as 
absences if you notify instructor IN ADVANCE. You are allowed two excused absences 
for Religious Observances per year. 
 
Class Conduct: 
Please be respectful of your fellow classmates, the instructor, and our art by being 
attentive and following studio etiquette at all times during class (if there are any questions 
as to the components of studio etiquette, please see me privately). Dance is a discipline to 
be practiced in and out of class. I encourage you to ask relevant questions during class, 
but expect a high level of focus. Class time needs to be reserved for refining and 
improving our craft and our bodies as artistic instruments. For your own safety and 
enjoyment of this class, no eating or gum-chewing is allowed in the studio. Please turn 
off or silence all cellular phones and other electronic devices. Should there be a reason 
you need to have your cell phone out during class, please let me know before we begin. 
When it is not your turn to dance, respect the others by remaining QUIETLY attentive. 
You learn as much from listening, watching and asking as you do from doing. Take the 
opportunity to review for sequence or areas you may be stumbling through in the 
combination. 
 
 Plagiarism and Cheating: The University of Kentucky and this course define 
plagiarism as follows: http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/Plagiarism.pdf. Additional 
instances include falsification of identity resulting from having another person sign 
the attendance sheet for you when you do not attend class. All instances of 
plagiarism and cheating will be reported to the Dean of Students. 
 
Disability Statement: It is the responsibility of any student with a physical or learning 
disability to communicate with the instructor at, or immediately following, the first class 
meeting to discuss means of meeting said disability. 
 
Attire: 
Every dance environment has different values and rules surrounding attire in class. For 
the purposes of enhancing your own understanding of living alignment please wear form- 
fitting clothing. As the instructor, I will be able to help you most if I am able to see the 
landscape of your structure. This does not mean I require you to wear leotard and tights; 
however baggy tshirts and pants are not acceptable. Please wear jazz shoes or no shoes at 
all. For the safety of you and your peers, please remove all jewelry before class. Bring a 
water bottle with you as well. 
 
Expectations of you as a Student: 
In addition to maintaining the above outlined expectations, I also request the following: 

http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/Plagiarism.pdf


1. To actively participate in class, work on corrections, practice and apply concepts and 
theories in combinations. Always strive to reach new capacities and discoveries! 
2. To ask questions if anything is unclear. 
3. To keep an open mind toward working the body in a new way while draw upon 
previous knowledge of and experiences in dance. 
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