
 

1/31/19 

Dear President Capilouto,  

The Sustainability Advisory Committee supports the Fair Trade Resolution (attached) and feels it aligns 

with our charge to promote and advance an institutional culture of sustainability. More specifically, we 

are supportive of the effort to promote fair labor practices in the supply chains for our campus and to 

highlight this process as part of the educational experience for our students.  

UK students Megan Van Son and Kristen McLaughlin presented the resolution to our committee on 

November 29, 2018. Committee members were unanimously supportive, however, when members 

noted that the resolution would have implications for UK Purchasing and Barnes and Noble the students 

communicated that they had not discussed the resolution with those entities. Shane Tedder, UK 

Sustainability Coordinator, offered to assist the students with setting up meetings to discuss with Barry 

Swanson, Director of Purchasing, and David Lang of Barnes and Noble. In January, Shane reported back 

that both of those meetings had occurred and that both entities were aware of the implications and 

supportive of the resolution. If there is anything else we can do to support your consideration of this 

resolution, please do not hesitate to ask. 

Sincerely,  

` 

 

Krista Jacobsen and Bob Jewell, co-chairs  



What is Fair Trade? 

“Fair Trade is a trading partnership, based on dialogue, transparency, and respect, that seeks 

greater equity in international trade. It contributes to sustainable development by offering better 

trading conditions to, and securing the rights of, marginalized producers and workers.”  

– World Fair Trade Organization 

 

Fair Trade practices ensure that producers of common household goods and food products 

receive greater economic return for their labor while also supporting cultural and environmental 

protection. 

 

What is Fair Trade Campaigns? 

The Fair Trade Campaign at the University of Kentucky was started in the fall of 2017 as a part 

of a national effort to certify universities across the United States as Fair Trade Universities, 

meaning that these campuses support the practices and principles of sustainable, ethical trading 

and sourcing.  

 

The requirements for becoming a Fair Trade Certified University outlined by the national 

organization include the following:  

 

1. Build Your Team: Get on board a minimum of 4 students and 1 non-student to committee. 

 

2. Reach Out to Campus Outlets: Ensure a minimum of two Fair Trade products are available 

in all campus-owned & operated venues as well as in service contracts where possible. 

 

3. Source Fair Trade at Events & Meetings: Provide three examples of offices, major events, 

or meetings that source Fair Trade. 

 

4. Commit to Fair Trade Education: Offer at least two educational or celebratory activities 

each term. 

 

5. Develop A Fair Trade Resolution: Pass a resolution for continued support through 

administration. 

 

Thanks to the support of faculty, staff, students, and organizations across campus, the Fair Trade 

Campaign at the University of Kentucky has successfully completed the first four requirements 

for becoming designated as a Fair Trade University. 

 

With the signing of this resolution, the University of Kentucky will become the largest school in 

the Southeastern United States to be designated and recognized for supporting the practices and 

principles of Fair Trade. Upon receiving designation, the University of Kentucky will be 

presented with an official certificate for becoming a Fair Trade University. 

 

The Fair Trade Campaign designation aligns with the Sustainability Strategic Plan and helps to 

fulfill the AASHE STARS Exemplary Practices Credit. 
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